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A very unusual quantity of immediately inter- 
esting matter lies over for insertion. 


London dates to the evening of the 29th April, have 
been received at New York. The only important thing 
noticed, is the continued ill health of the British king. — 
His medical advisers were constantly in attendance, and 
had decided that he should not be harrassed with public 
affairs. It seems believed that he will not recover. The 
dinner parties of the nobility had been delayed, and the 
heir apparent of the throne, his brother, the duke of 
Clarence, refused to preside ata public entertainment, 
in consequence of ‘peculiar circumstances.” The stocks 
had declined from 92? to 924. 


Though the present sheet does not contain much 
matter that will appear new to our readers in the cities 
and large towns, because of the frequent publication of 
newspapers in them—we have seldom issued a number 
containing sO many interesting and important things for 
preservation. We have brought up a pretty full history 
of the proceedings of congress, and given some slight 
sketches of certain debates; but hope yet to havea /fuli 
account of what happened in the three or four last days 
of the session. A great degree of excitement prevailed 
alllast week, because of the progress on several bills; 
but after the passage of the Indian bill, and the reception 
of the president’s veto on the Maysville road bill, there 
was often much confusion in the house, witha general 
bitterness of expression, used by many of the members 
towards their fellows, that every reflecting man must 
regret, but all which we desire to see stated, that the peo- 
ple may better understand the real condition of their af- 
firs. We shall be very careful and industrious to bring 
up many articles lying over, which need a prompt inser- 
tion, —and leisurely proceed to publish other important 
documents recently communicated. 


The defeat of the Baltimore and Ohiv rail road bill, 
because of the manner in which it was accomplished, * 
salisfied us that the president would put his veto on the 
Maysville road bill, though it had passed both houses of 
congress by handsome majorities. 
ginated in the house, passed the senate on the fifteenth 
May, 24to 18. The veto was sent on the 27th, twelve 
days after—at the full expiration of the time for which the 
president might have retained it, if the bill was prompt- 
ly signed by the presiding officers of the two houses and 
placed in his hands. No such delay was necessary that 
the president might determine the course that he would 
pirsse—but the Indian bill was before the house and 
had produced an uncommon degree of animation, many 
ifthe decided friends of the president being as decidedly 
opposed to the passage of that bill; and we are entirely 
confident, that, had the veto appeared half an hour pre- 
‘ious to the final vote on the Indian bill, it would have 
been rejected by a much larger majority than that by 
which it was carried, being only five votes. {Indeed, «f- 
ter the reception of the veto, an earnest enquiry was im- 
mediately instituted to ascertain if the Indian bill had pas- 
‘edintothe possession of the president, with a resolu- 
"on to reconsider the vote.—but it was found to 








"We think that this bill, (which, had it passed the 
‘enate, would have passed the house), was laid upon the 
lable, that the president might not be so placed that he 
Mustact upon it. The yeas and nays shew that it was 
’ party vote— Mr. Sprague, being the only opponent of 
the administration who voted for, and Mr. Smith, of 
Feng land, and Mr. Livingston, of Louisiana, the only 
a of the administration who voted against, this * ‘kill- 
bg” of it. A little history of this vote might be very 
usctul—anless we are misinformed as to eertain facts. 


This bill, which ori- ; 


be beyond the controul of the house.’ Those who 
were friends of the administration were privately and 
publicly entreated to suppo=t this bill, and others were 
scolded; indeed Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, in our hearings 
went so far as to proclaim in the house, with extraordi- 
nary heat, those of the party to be ‘*¢raitors” who should 
not uphold this leading measure of the executive. These 
things were not sufficient to divert, or drive, all from 
their purpose—and subsequent events, with the declara- 
tions of some gentlemen who might be named, if it were 
proper, certainly shewed, that a disposition to support, 
or rather, not to embarrass, the administration, ha 
much influence on the minds of several members—-enough 
to have reversed the fate of the bill, had.they believed 
that their own favorite principles would not have been 
met with a corresponding spirit of accommodation. 
These gentlemen had viewed the expediency of the pro- 
ceeding; and it is no imputation against them to say, that 
they yielded up private opinions for the promotion 
of general purposes, as may oftentimes happen without 
a violation of principle. 


The veto, as we read it, neither affirms or denies 
the constitutionality of the Maysville road bill. The 
refusal to sign it is mainly based on questions of exe 
pediency, and with a view to the expenditure that it 
would cause—certain statements from the treasury being 
added. Itis the first time, unless we are greatly mis~ 
taken, that the passage of a bill was ever forbidden by a 
president of the United States, for such reasons, he 
power of the veto is one of exceeding delicacy, and has 
often been regarded as inconsistent witha rightful exer- 
cise of the power of the representatives of the peo- 
ple—it being deemed proper that a majority should go- 
vern, and especially as to the assessment of taxes and 
a disbursement of their proceeds. ‘These things have 
always been thought to belong to congress—but the door 
of the treasury is now shut by the executive, and an ap- 
propriation bill, for the first time, (as we believe), .is 
rejected. Such seem the facts—the merits of them will 
be warmly discussed, \ 


The president, and with reference to the Maysville 
road, has also put his veto upon the Washington, Rock- 
ville and Frederick turnpike road bill. It was thought 
that this bill stood upon peculiar principles. It may be 
considered, and indeed so really is, a continuation of the 
great Cumberland road, and many contend that the ori- 
ginal understanding coneerning that road will not be se- 
complished, until it shall extend from tide water of the 
Atlantic to the Mississippi river. Hence the bill had 
passed both houses with extraordinary majorities: in the 
senate 27 to 19—in the house 74 to 37. Among the ayes 
in the senate were the names of several gentlemen who do 
not stand up for a general constitutional power to make 
roads and canals by the government of the U. States, but 
regarded it asa part of the Cumberland road; and this bill, 
after the veto of the president, obtained 21 votes in the 
senate against 17. There is another message of the presi- 
dent that strikes us as being also unprecedented—a guali- 
fied approval of the bill making appropriations for exami- 
nations and: surveys,” &c. shewing his “understanding” 
ofthe law. We know that the presiklent may approve 
or reject a law—and, in assigning his reasons for the lat- 
ter, he may suggest whatsoever would render it accepta- 
ble to him; but it surely was not contemplated that he 
may amend a bill--and such is the apparent effect of the 
ground taken. The Cumberland road bill—the bill con- 
cerning light houses, improvement of harbors, &c. em- 
bracing also an appropriation of $40,000 for deepening 
Back Creek, at the western entrance of Chesapeake and 
Delaware canal—the Louisville and Portland-canal bill— 
the bill providing for certain elaims of the state of Mas- 
sachusctts (which passed the house $3 to 21), and some 





others, perhaps, were not signed before the adjournment 
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of congress, and remained with the president.” The bill] It appeared from the testimony, that on the first F 
to reduce the Pen of the public lands, (the guwondam | ruary last, that while the mail stage was assing se 
*‘eraduation bill,”) was not passed. the Creek nation, about 4 or 5 miles to the east of Le 
The bills to reduce the duties on salt, on molasses, and | creek, with the Messrs. Clines and another passey - 
to appoint a solicitor of the treasury, and that also con- {| Tuskina hailed the driver in broken English, re Ber, 
cerning the colonial trade, have been approved. ing him to stop, as it afterwards appeared, wished “te 
“It was doubted, (says the Nat. Int.) whether the presi- | take a message to captain Walker, on the subject of toh, 
dent would sign the joint resolution, explanatory of the | due the nation for passing through their lands, Tys\; ‘ 
act concerning the pay of the officers of the marine corps. | was very much intoxicated, and the driver did not yng “ 
The doubt was ended by the bill being returned with his | stand him, or attend to his wishes. The passengers ache 
signature, on Saturday, but accompanied by a message, | roughly to him, and he taking advantage of a turn ip mw 
stating, in substance, that, as the estimates for the naval | road, crossed so as to head the stage, and placed himself 
service had been founded upon the new consiruction of | before it. He attempted to take hold of the reins, ang 
the law,.an additional appropriation was rendered neces- | made a pass at the driver with a common jack-knife 
sary to carry the joint resolution into effect. A bill mak- | though he was not near enough to reach him. The pas- 
ing such an appropriation was accordingly reported by | sengers became alarmed and advised the driver to sto 
the committee of ways and means, but, in the hurry and | One of the witnesses testified that there were a number 
rush of business, it was impossible to get it considered.” | of Indians in sight and some present, but they all én. 
The numerous bills matured concerning the District of | demned the conduct of Tuskina: he also declared that 
Columbia have all failed, except the bill concerning the } the stage was not detained by the prisoner, but by the 
jadges of the orphans’ court, and that to amend the char- | extraordinary terrors and apprehensions of the passen. 
ter of Georgetown. gers, Altera detention of about an hour and a half, the 
Whartor Rector, of Missouri, who had been nominat- | stage proceeded on its route without further molest. 
ed an Indian agent and rejected, was re-nominated and | tion. 
re-rejected, A bill of indictment was preferred, containing ty, 
The office of drauglitsman to the house, to abolish | counts, one for feloniously attempting to stop the maj 
which caused a debate that cost the people very many |—-the other for knowingly and wilfully obstructing i 
dollars, has been restored: and thus ended, if we recol- | passage. The grand jury ignored the first count, an 
lect rightly, the whole labors of the committee on re- {founda true billon the second. On thisa conviction was 
trenchment! The salary is 1500 dollars a year. had, and the prisoner was fined by the court in the sun 
There are many other things which must be noticed | of one hundred dollars. 
hereafter. The evening session of Saturday which ex- 
tended to about 5 o’clock on Sunday morning, and in 
which a vast quantity of b-isiness, theretofore matured, was 
transacted, was one of deep interest. It was chiefly 
made up of the Susiness-men of either house. It appears, 
that not much more thana quorum of the representa- 
tives remained—but the majority of these had determin- 
ed that the business of congress should be done, as far 
as practicable. ‘To embarrass the proceedings and 
waste time, the yeas and nays were called ina manner 
unprecedented, and especially for adjourning. The mi- 
nority, was as often, (with much patience), voted down, 
and at about 3’clock, on Sunday morning, the passage of 
bills commenced and many were disposed of, which 
i snust otherwise have been lost—though a large number 
of others, being right and proper in themselves, and 
which had been fully considered, were yet cast upon the 





Thus has ended an affair, trifling and animportant jn 
itself, but which, by the ridiculous exaggerations of two o; 
three terrified travellers, and the peculiar aspect of our 
Indian relations, has thrown the whole country into com. 
motion, drawn out the troops of the government, and 
occasioned a parade and show of authority that, as the 
times are, would hardly be exceeded were the dissolu- 
tion of the union to be attempted. 

From the turn the matter had taken, it was highly 
necessary and proper for the sake of example, that the 
prisoner should be punished, but we confess we could 
not repress a feeling of mortified pride in reflecting, tht 
a single Indian, in a whiskey frolic, should be able to stir 
up the government to such an exhibition of its power. 
Had the driver possessed a particle of intrepidity, or had 
the passengers been governed by the ordinary firmness 



















































































































































next session, by the retirement of certain members, to 
prevent the further transaction of business. It is re- 
marked, thatno night, or rather midnight meeting of 
congress, was even conducted with so much good order. 
Those disposed to talk, were allowed to talk their fill, 
and then the vote was taken, and the matter setthed— 
until there ceased to be a quorum, as mentioned above. 

A list of the bills passed, laws enacted, bills lying 
over, &c. may be expected in our next. 

Accounts from Kentucky shew great rejoicings of the 
people on information obtained of the passage of the 
Maysville road bill—with extraordinary manifestations of 
indignation against Mr. Bibb, one of the senators from that 
state, who had voted against it. There is also much 
feeling in Maryland because of the fate of the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road bill, and the rejection, by the president, 
of the Washington and Rockville road bill. 





TuskINnA, THE CreeK.—It may be recollected that 
no little excitement was created about three months ago, 
in consequence of the alleged forcible stoppage of the 
U. S. mail on its passage through the Creek nation, by 
the Indian chief Tuskina, who was subsequently arrest- 
ed: The following account of the trial of the chief, 
given in the last Mobile Register, shows that the affair 
was greatly exaggerated: 

Trial of Tuskina.—Yesterday, May 7th, came on the 
trial of the Indian chief ‘Tuskina, arraigned before the 
district court of the United States, on « charge of stop- 
ping and detaining the United States mail. 
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*These bills will remain dorman:, until congress, at 


of men, the stage would have kept on its way, and the 
public ear would not have been abused by exaggerated 
tales of Indian interposition. We must not be under 
stood in these remarks, as bestowing censure on the 
government, or its agents, tor their conduet in this un- 
fortunate affair; on the contrary, we are aware that the 
course they have pursued was rendered necessary by cit 
cumstances which they could not control. : 


Gory. It is said that 4,000 persons are engaged 
gathering gold at the Yahoola mines, in the Cherokee 
country, and that their daily products are worth $10,000!" 
At other mines, the daily value, for each hand, is put down 
at one dollar. The “gold region” appears very exte0- 
sive—but as yet, notwithstanding, all that has been sail 
of it, we much doubt if gold digging is as profitable as com 
planting. Large lumps, worth from one to two hundred 
dollars, are occasionally met with. 








APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Thomas Gillesspie,. to be register of the Jand office 
for the district of lands subject to sale at Tiffin, the 
state of Ohio, in the room of James B. Gardiner, who 
was commissioned during the recess of the senate, * 
rejected, vice Platt Brush, removed. 
Morgan Neville, to be receiver of public moneys, 
the district of lands subject to sale at Cincinnat); 1? 
state of Ohio, in the room of Moses Dawson, ey te 
commissioned during the recess of the senate, 4? 
jected, vice Andrew M. Bailey, removed ow 
Sheldon Clarke, to be appraiser of goods for Te 
of New Orlcans, in the state of Louisiana, vice Abi 


for 








the next session, shall renew them. Such appears to be 
the constitution, as well as the practice under it. 


H. Inskeep, removed, 
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William S. Coe, to be appraiser of goods for the port 
of New York, in the state of New York, vice Frede- 
rick Jenkins, removed. 

John Randolph, of Virginia, to be envoy extraordina- 
ry and minister plenipotentiary to Russia, vice Henry 
Middleton, recalled, 

Ethan Allen Brown, of Ohio, to be charge d’affairs at 
Brazil, vice William Tudor, deceased. 

John Hamma, of Ohio, to be charge d’affairs to Chili. 

Samuel McRoberts, tobe United States attorney for 
the district of Illinois, rejected and reconsidered, vice 
Sydney Breese, removed, 

Samuel Herrick to be United States attorney for the 
district of Ohio, rejected and reconsidered, vice Joseph 
S. Benham, removed. 

James 8. Thornton, to be second comptroller of the 
treasury, vice Isaac Hill, rejected. 

Mordecai Manassah Noah, to be surveyor of the port 
of New York, vice Peter Stagg, removed. [Mr, Noah 
had been rejected by a full senate 25 to 23—but was re- 
pominated and approved 23 to 23; the vice president 
giving a casting vote in his favor. ‘The absent senators 
were Messrs. Marks, sick, Tazewell, on leave. |* 

Jeromus Johnson, to be appraiser of goods for the port 
of New York, in the state of New York, vice Abraham 
R. Lawrence, removed. 

Thomas Lewis, to be receiver of public moneys for 
the district of lands subjeet to sale at Washington, in the 
state of Mississippi, vice James Duncan, removed. 

Finis Ewing, to be register of the land office, for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Lexington, in the state 
of Missouri, vice J. S. Finlay, removed. 

Virgil Maxcy, of Maryland, to be solicitor of the trea- 
sury—(an office just created by law.] 

Daniel B, Broadhead, navy agent at Boston, vice Rich- 
ard D. Harris, removed. 

Abraham Lb. Meade, to be appraiser of goods for the 
port of New York in the state of New York. [An ad- 
ditional officer, just ereated by law. } 

Wm. Wright, to be register of the land office for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Palmyra, in the state 
of Missouri, vice Wm. Carson, removed. 

Wm. M. Green, to be receiver of public moneys for 
the district of lands subject to sale at Palmyra, in the 
state of Missouri, vice Henry T. Lane, remored. 

Charles BE. Morehouse, to be receiver of the land 
office for the district of land subject to sale at Ouachita, 
in the state of Louisiana, vice John Hughes, deceased. 

Joseph H. Larville, to be register of public moneys 
for the district of lands subject to sale at Tiffin, in the 
state of Ohio, vice Horton Howard, removed. 

($C Several late appointments, we think, have escap- 
ed our record, which we desire may be complete. ] 





PRESIDENTIAL VETO. 
House of representatives, May 27, 1859. 

The following message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States, returning to the house of re- 
presentatives the enrolled bill entided “An act autho- 
tizing a subscription of stock in the Maysville, Wash- 
ington, Paris, and Lexington turnpike road company,” 
with his objections thereto, 


To the house of representatives: 

GENTLEMEN: I have maturely considered the bill pro- 
posing to authorize *‘a subscription of stock in the Mays- 
ville, Washington, Paris, and Lexington turnpike road 
company,” and now return the same to the house of re- 
presentatives, in which it originated, with my objections 
to its passage. 





*Such is the account that we have had of the proceed- 
ing;—but the ““N. Y. Courier and Enquirer,’”’ with which 
Mr. Noah is connected, says that four members, Messrs. 
Haynes, Holmes, Marks and Tazewell were absent—and 
States that “Mr. Ruggles, declared to the senate, that he 
was authorized and requested, by Mr. Marks, to say 
that if he were present, he would yote in favor of a con- 
firmation ot Mr. Noah’s appointment.” If so; and the 
Senate had been full, the vote would have stood 24 to 24, 


and been left to the decision of the vice president, as 
now, 
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Sincerely friendly to the improvement of our coun- 
try by means of roads and canals, I regret that any diffe- 
rence of opinion in the mode of contributing to it should 
exist between us; and if, in stating this difference, I 
beyond what the occasion may be deemed to eall for, I 
hope to find an apology in the great importance of the 
subject, an unfeigned respect for the high source from 
which this branch of it has emanated, and an anxious 
wish to be correctly understood by my constitaents in 
the discharge of all my duties. Diversity of sentiment 
among public functionaries, actuated by the same gene- 
ral motives, on the character and tendeney of particular 
measures, isan incident common to all rovernments, aod 
the more to be expected in one which, like ours, owes its 
existence to the freedom of opinion, and must be upheld 
by the same influence.—Controlled, as we thus are, by a 
, higher tribunal, before which our respective acts will be 
canvassed with the indulgence due to the impertections 
of our nature, and with that intelligence and unbiassed 
judgment which are the true correctives of error, 
all that our respensibility demands is, that the public 
good should be the measure of our views, dictating alike 
their frank expression and honest maintenance. 


In the message which was presented to congress at 
the opening of its present session, I endeavored to exhi- 
bit briefly my views upon the important and highly inter- 
esting subject, to which our attention is now to be difect- 
ed, iL was desirous of presenting to the representatives 
| of the several states in congress assembled, the inquiry 

whether some mode could not be devised which would 
reconcile the diversity of opinion concerning the powers 
of this government over the subject of internal improve- 
ments, and the manner in which these powers, if confer 
red by the constitution, ought to be exercised. The act 
which Lam called upon to consider, has, therefore; been 
passed witha knowledge of my views on this question, 
as these are expressed in the message referred to. In 
that document the following suggestion will be found: 


““After the extinction of the public debt, it is not pro- 
) bable that any adjustment of the tariff, upon prineiples 

satisfactory to the people of the union, will until, are- 
mote period, if ever, leave the government without a 
considerable surplus in the treasury, beyond what may 
be required for its current service. As then the period 
approaches when the application of the revenue to thie 
payment of debt will cease, the disposition of the sur- 
plus will present a subject for the serious deliberation of 
congress; and it may be fortunate forthe country that it 
is yetto be decided. Considered in connexion with the 
difficulties which tave heretofore attended appropria- 
tions for purposes of internal improvement, and with 











those which this experience tells us will certainly arise, 
whenever power over such subjects may be exercised by 
the general government; it is hoped that it may lead to 
the adoption of some plan which will reconcile the di- 
versified interests of the states, and strengthen the bonds 
which unite them. Every member of the union, in 
peace and in war, will be benefitted by the improvement 
of inland navigation and the construction of highways in 
the several states, Let us then endeavor to attain this 
benefit ina mode which will be satisfactory to all. That 
hitherto “adopted has been deprecated as an infraction 
of the constitution by many of our fellow-citizens, white 
by others it has been viewed as inexpedient. All feel 
that it has been employed at the expense of harmony in 
the legislative councils,” and adverting to the constitu- 
tional power of congress to make what I consider a pro- 
per disposition of the surplus revenue, E subjoin the 
following remarks: ‘To avoid these evils, it appears to 
me that the most safe, just and federal disposition which 
could he made of the surplus revenue, would be its ap- 
portionment among the several states aceording to their 
ratio of representation; and should this measure not be 
found warranted by the constitution, that it would be ex- 
pedient to propose to the statesan amendment authoriz- 
ing it.” 

The constitutional power of the federal government 
to construct or promote works of internal improvement, 
presents itself im two points of view: the first, as bearing 
upon the sovereignty of the states within whose limits 
their executicn 1s contemplated, if jurisdiction of the 
territory which they may occupy, be claimed as necessary 
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to their preservation and use: the second, as asserting the 
simple right to appropriate money from the national trea- 
sury in aid of such works when undertaken by state au- 
thority, surrendering the claim of jurisdiction. In the 
first view, the question of power is an open one, and can 
be decided without the embarrassment attending the 
other, arising from the practice of the government. 

Although frequently and strenuously attempted, the 
power, to this extent, has never been exercised by the 
government in a single instance. [t does not, in my 
Opinion, possess it, and no bill therefore, which admits 
it, can receive my official sanction. . 

But, inthe other view of the power, the question is 
differently situated. The ground taken at an early pe- 
riod of the government, was, “that whenever money 
has been raised by the general authority, and is to be 
applied to a particular measure, a question arises, whe- 
ther the particular measure be within the enumerated 
authorities vested in congress. If it be, the money re- 
qnisite for it may be applied to it; if not, no such ap- 
plication can be made.” ‘The document in which this 
principle was first advanced is of deservedly high authori- 
ty, and should be held in grtaeful remembrance for its 
immediate agency in rescuing the country from much 
existing abuse, and fur its conservative effect upon some 
of the most valuable principles of the constitution, 
The symmetry and purity of the government would, 
doubtless, have been better preserved, if this restriction 
of the power of appropriation could have been main- 
tained without weakening its ability to fulfil the general 
objects of its institution: an effect so likely to attend its 
admission, notwithstanding its apparent fitness, that 
every subsequent administration of the government, 
embracing a period of thirty out of the forty-two years 
of its existence, has adopted a more enlarged construc- 
tion of the power. I[t is not my purpose to detain you 
by a minute recital of the acts which sustain this asser- 
tion, but it is proper that I should notice some of the 
most prominent, in order that the reflections which they 
suggest to my mind, may be better understood. 

In the administration of Mr. Jefferson we have two 
examples of the, exercise of the right of appropriation, 
which, in the consideration that led to their adoption and 
in their effeets upon the public mind, have hada greater 
agency in marking the character of the power, than any 
subsequent events. [ allude to the payment of fifteen 
millions of dollars for the purchase of Louisiana, and to 
the original appropriation for the construction of the 
Cumberland road, the latter act deriving much weight 
from the acquiescence and approbation of three of the 
most powerful of the original members of the confede- 
racy, expressed through their respective legislatures, 
Although the circumstances of the latter case may be 
such as to deprive so much of itas relates to the actual 
construction of the road, of the force of an obligatory 
exposition of the constitution, it must, nevertheless, be 
admitted that, so far as the mere appropriation of money 
is concerned, they present the principal in its most im- 

esing aspect. No less than twenty-three different 
ane have been passed through all the forms of the con- 
stitution, appropriating upwards of two millions anda 
half of dollars out of the national treasury in support of 
that improvement, with the approbation of every pre- 
sident of the United States, including my predecessor, 
since its commencement. 

Independently of the sanction given to appropriations 
for the Cumberland and other roads and objects, under 
this power, the administration of Mr. Madison was char- 
acterised by an act which furnishes the strongest evidence 
of his opinion of its extent. A bill was passed through 
both houses of congress, and presented for his approval, 
“setting apart and pledging certain funds for construct- 
ing roads and canals, and improving the navigation of 
water courses, in order to facilitate, promote, and give 
security to internal commerce among the several states, 
and to render more easy, and less expensive, the means 
and provisions for the common defence.” Regarding the 
bill as asserting a power in the federal government to con- 
struct roads and canals within the limits of the states in 
which they were made, he objected to its passage, on the 
ground of its unconstitutionality, declaring that the as- 


——— 
ly cases in which the consent and cession of particular 
states can extend the power of congress, are those spec}. 
fied and provided for in the constitution; and superaddi 
to these avowals, his opinion, that “a restriction of the 
power ‘to provide for the common defence and gener. 
al welfare,’ to cases which are to be provided for by the 
expenditure of money, would still leave within the legis. 
lative power of congress, all the great and most impor. 
tant measures of government, money being the ordinar 
and necessary means of carrying them into execution,” 
I have not been able to consider these declarations in any 
other point of view, than as aconcession that the right of 
appropriation is not limited by the power to carry jnto 
effect the measure for which the money is asked, as was 
formerly contended. 
‘The views of Mr. Monroe upon this subject, were not 
left to inference. Daring this administration a bill was 
passed through both houses of congress, conferring the 
jurisdiction and prescribing the mode by which the fede- 
ral government should exercise it in the case of the Cum- 
berland road. He returned it with objections to its pas- 
sage, and in assigning them, took occasion to say, that in 
the early stages of the government, he had inclined to 
the construction that ithad no right to expend money, 
except in the performance of acts authorized by the 
other specific grants of power according to a strict con- 
struction of them; but that, on further reflection and ob- 
servation, his mind had undergone a change; that his 
opinion then was, ‘‘that congress have an unlimited pow- 
er to raise money, and that in its appropriation, they have 
a discretionary power, restricted only by the duty to ap- 
propriate it to purposes of common defence, and of gen- 
eral, not local, national, not state benefit;” and this was 
avowed to be the governing principle through the resi- 
due of his administration. ‘The views of the last admin- 
istration are of such recent date as to render a partieu- 
lar reference to them unnecessary. It is well known 
that the appropriating power, to the utmost extent which 
had been claimed for it, in relation to internal improte- 
ments, was fully recognized and exereised by it. 
This brief reference to known facts, will be sufficient 
to show the difficulty, if not impracticability, of bringing 
back the operations of the government to the construc- 
tion of the constitution set up in 1793, assuming that to 
be its true reading, in relation to the power under con- 
sideration: thus giving an admonitory proof of the force 
of implication, and the necessity of guarding the consti- 
tution with sleepless vigilance, against the authority of 
precedents which have not the sanction of its most plain- 
ly defined powers, For, although it is the duty of all 
to look to that sacred instrument, instead of the statute 
book, to repudiate at all times, encroachments upon its 
spirit, which are too apt to be effected by the conjuncture 
of peculiar and facilitating circumstances; it is not less 
true, that the public good and the nature of our political 
institutions require, that individual differences should 
yield to a well settled acquiesence of the people and con- 
tederated authorities, in particular constructions of the 
constitution, on doubtful points. Not to eoncede this 
much to the spirit of our institutions, would impair their 
stability, and defeat the objects of the constitution itself. 
The bill before me does not call for a more definite 
Opinion upon the particular circumstances which will 
warrant appropriations of money by congress, to aid 
works of internal improvement, for although the exten- 
sion of the power to apply money beyond that of carry- 
ing into effect the object for which it is appropriated, has 
as we have seen, been long claimed and exercised by 
the federal government, yet such grants have always 
been professedly under the control of the general prin- 
ciple, that the works which might be thus aided, should 
be “of a general, not local—national, not state” charac- 
ter. A disregard of this distinction would of necessity 
lead to the subversion of the federal system. ‘That even 
this is an unsafe one, arbitrary in its nature, and liable, 
consequently, to great abuses, is too obvious to require 
the confirmation of experience. It is, however, suffi- 
ciently definite and imperative to my mind, to forbid my 
approbation of any bill having the character of the one 
under consideration. I have given to its provisions all 
the reflection demanded by a just regard for the interests 





sent of the respective states, in the mode provided by the 
bill, eould not confer the power in question; that the on- 


of those of our fellow citizens who have desired its pat 
sage, and by the respect which is due to a co-ordinate 
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branch of the government; but 1am not able to view it 
in any other light than asa measure of purely local 
character; or if it can be considered national, that no 
further distinction between the appropriate dutics of 
the general and state government, need be attempted; 
for there can be no local interest that may not with equal 
propriety be denominated national. It has no connection 
vith any established system of improvements; is exclu- 
sively within the limits ofa state, startingat a point on 
the Ohio river, and running out sixty miles to an interior 
town; and even as far as the state is interested, conferring 
artial instead of general advantages. 

Considering the magnitude and importance of the 
power, and the embarrassments to which, fromthe very 
nature of the thing, its exercise must, necessarily, be 
subjected; the real friends of internal improvement ought 
not to be willing to confide it to accident and chance. 
What is properly nazional in its character, or otherwise, 
isan inquiry which is often extremely difficult of solu- 
tion. The appropriations of one year, for an object which 
is considered national, may be rendered nugatory, by the 
refusal of a succeeding congress to continue the work, on 
the ground that itis local. No aid can be derived from 
the intervention of corporations. The question regards 
the character of the work, not that of those by whom it 
is to be accomplished. Notwithstanding the union of 
the government with the corporation, by whose imme- 
diate agency, any work of internal improvement is car- 
ried on, the inquiry will still remain, is it national and 
conducive to the benefit of the whole, or local, and op- 
erating only to the advantage ofa portion of the union? 

But, although, I might not feel it to be my official du- 
ty to interpose the executive veto, to the passage of a 
bill appropriating money for the construction of such 
works as are authorized by the states, and are national 
in their character, I do not wish to be understood as ex- 
pressing an opinion, that it is expedient at this time, for 
the general government to embark in a system of this 
kind, and, anxious that my constituents should be possess- 
ed of my views, on this, as well ason all other subjects, 
which they have committed to my discretion, I shall 
state them frankly and briefly. Besides many minor 
considerations, there are two prominent views of the sub- 
ject, which have made a deep impression upon my mind, 
which, I think, are well entitled to your serious atten- 
tion, and will, I hope, be maturely weighed by the peo- 
ple. 

From the official communication submitted to you, it 
appears, that if no adverse and unforeseen contingency 
happens in our foreign relations, and no unusual diver- 
sion be made of the funds set apart for the payment of 
the national debt, we may look with confidence to its en- 
tire extinguishment in the short period of four years. 
The extent to which this pleasing anticipation is depend- 
eat upon the policy, which may be pursued in relation to 
measures, of the character of the one, now under con- 
sideration, must be obvious to all, and equally so, that 
the events of the present session are well caleulated to 
awaken public solicitude upon the subject. By the state- 
ment from the treasury department, and those from the 
clerks ot the senate and house of representatives, here- 
with submitted, it appears that the bills which have pas- 
sed into laws, and those which in all probability, will pass 
before the adjournment of congress, anticipate appropri- 
ations which, with the ordinary expenditures for the sup- 
port of government, will exceed considerably the amount 
in the treasury for the year 1830. ‘Thus, whilst we are 
diminishing the revenue by a reduction of the duties on 
tea, coffee, and cocoa, the appropriations for internal im- 
provement are increasing beyond the available means 
of the treasury; and if to this calculation be added the 
amount contained in bills which are pending before the 
two houses, it may be safely affirmed, that ten millions 
of dollars would not make up the excess over the trea- 
sury receipts, unless the payment of the national debt be 
Postponed, and the means now pledged to that object ap- 
Plied to those enumerated in these bills. Without a 
well regulated system of internal improvement, this ex- 

austing mode of appropriation is not likely to be avoid- 
ed, and the plain consequence must be, either a continu- 
ance of the national debt, or a resort to additional taxes. 

Although many of the states, with a laudable zeal, 
and under the iufluence of an enlightened policy, are 
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successfully applying their separate efforts to works of 

this character, the desire to enlist the aid of the general 

government in the construction of such as from their na- 

ture ought to devolve upan it, and to which the means of 
the individual states are inadequate, is both rational and 

patriotic; and, if that desire is not gratified now, it does 

not follow that it never will be. The general intelli- 

gence and publie spirit of the American people, furnish a 

sure guarantee, that, at the proper time, this policy will 

be made to prevail under circumstances more auspicious 

to its successful prosecution, than those which now exe 

ist. But great as this object undoubtedly is, it is not 

the only one which demands the fostering care of the 

government. ‘The preservation and success of the re- 

publican principle rests with us. To elevate its charace 

ter, and extend its influence, rank among our most ime 

portant duties; and the best means to accomplish this de- 

sirable end, are those which will rivet the attachment of 
our citizens to the government of their choice, by the 
comparative lightness of their public burdens, and by 
the attraction which the superior success of its opera- 
tions will present to the admiration and respect of the 
world.—Through the favor of an overruling and indul- 
gent Providence, ovr country is blessed with general 
prosperity, and our citizens exempted from the pressure 
of taxation, which other, less favored portions of the hu- 
man family, are obliged to bear, yet it is true, that many 
of the taxes collected from our citizens, through the me- 
dium of imposts, have, for a considerable period, been 
onerous. In many particulars, these taxes have borne 
severely npon the laboring and less prosperous classes of 
the community, being imposed on the necessaries of life, 
and this, too, in cases where the burden was not relieved 
by the consciousness, that it would ultimately contribute 
to make us independent of foreign nations for articles of 
prime necessity, by the encouragement of their growth 
and manufacture at home, They have been cheerfully 
borne, because they were thought to be necessary to the 
support of government, and the payment of the debts 
unavoidably ineurred in the acquisition and maintenance 
of our national rights and liberties. But have wea right 
to calculate on the same cheerful acquiescence, when it 
is known that the necessity for their continuance would 
cease, were it not for the irregular, improvident, and une 
equal appropriations of the public funds? Will not the 
people demand, as they have a right to do, such a pru- 
dent system of expenditure, as will pay the debts of the 
union, and authorize the recuction of every tax, to as 
low a point asthe wise observance of the necessity to 
protect that portion of our manufacturesand labor, whose 
prosperity is essential to our national safety and inde- 
pendence, willailow? When the national debt is paid, 
the duties upon those articles which we do not raise, 
may be repealed with safety, and still leave, I trust, with- 
out oppression to any section of the country, an accumu- 
lating surplus fund, which may be beneficially applied to 
some well digested system of improvement. 

Under this view, the questiva, as to the manner in 
which the federal government can, or ought to embark 
in the construction of roads and canals, and the extent to 
which it may impose burthens on the people for these 
purposes, may be presented on iis own merits, free of 
all disguise, and of every embarrassment, except such as 
may arise from the constitution itself. Assuming these 
suggestions to be correct, will not our constituents re- 
quire the observance of a course by which they can be ef- 
tected? Ought they not to require it?—With the best 
dispositions to aid, as far as I can conscientiously, in fur- 
therance of works of internal improvement, my opinion 
is, that the soundest views of national policy at this time, 
point to such a course.—Besides, the avoidance of an 
evil influence upon the local concerns of the country, 
how solid is the advantage which the government will 
reap trom it in the elevation of its character? How 
gratilying the effect of presenting to the world the sub- 
lime spectacle ofa republic of more than twelve millions 
of happy people, in the fifty-fourth year of her existence; 
after having passed through two protracted wars; the 
one for the acquisition, and the other for the maimtenanee 
of liberty, free from debt, and with all her immense re- 
sources unfettered! Whata salutary influence would ne 
such an exhibition exercise upon the cause of libera 





principles and free government throughout the work 
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Would we not ourselves find, in its effect, an additional 
guarantee, that our political institutions will be trans- 
mitted to the most remote posterity, without decay? A 
course of policy destined to witness events like these, 
cannot be benefitted by a legislation which tolerates a 
scramble for appropriations that have no relation to any 
general system of improvement, and whose good effects 
must, of necessity, be very limited. In the best view of 
these appropriations, the abuses to which they lead, far 
exceed the good which they are capable of promoting. 
They may be resorted to as artful expedients, to shilt 
upon the government the losses uf unsuccessful private 


speculation, and thus by ministering to persona ambition | 
and self aggrandizement, tend to sap the foundations of 


publie virtue, and taint the administration of the govern- 
ment witha demoralizing influence. 


In the other view of the subject, and the only remain- 
ing one, which it is my intention to present at this time, 


is involved the expediency of embarking in a system of 


internal improvement, without a previous amendment of 
the constitution, explaining and defining the precise pow- 
ers of the federal government over it: assuming the rigit 
to appropriate money, to aid in the construction of nation- 
al works, to be warranted by the cotemporaneous and 
continued exposition of the constitution, its insufficiency 
for the successful prosecution of them, must be admitted 
by all candid minds. If we look to usage to define the 
extent of the right, that will be found so variant, and em- 
bracing so much that has been overruled, as to involve 
the whole subject in great uncertainty, and to render the 
execution of our respective duties in relation to it, replete 
with difficulty and embarrassment. It is in regard to 
such works, and the acquisition of additional territory, 
that the practice obtained its first footing. in most, if 
notall other disputed questions of appropriation, the con- 
struction of the constitution may be regarded as unset- 
tled, if the right to apply money, in the enumerated 
cases, is placed on the ground of usage. 


This subject has been one of much, and I may add, 
painful reflection to me. It has bearings that are well 
calculated to exert a powerful influence upon our hith- 
erto prosperous system of government, and which, on 
some accounts, may even excite despondency in the 
breast of an American citizen. It wiil not detain you 
with professions of zeal in the cause of internal improve- 
ments. If to be their friend is a virtue which deserves 
commendation, our country is blessed with an abund- 
ance of it; for I do not suppose there is an intelligent 
citizen who does not wish to see them flourish, But 
though all are their friends, but few, Ltrust, are unmind- 
ful of the means by which they should be promoted: 
none certainly are so degenerate as to desire their suc- 
cess at the cost of that sacred instrument, with the pre- 
servation of which is indissolubly bound our country’s 
hopes. If different impressivns are entertained in any 
quarter; if it is expected that the people of this country, 
reckless of their constitutional obligations, will prefer 
their local interest to the principles of the union, such 
expectations will in the end be disappointed; or, if it be 
not so, then, indeed, has the world but little to hope from 
the example of free government. When an honest ob- 
servance of constitutional compacts cannot be obtained 
from communities like ours, it need not be anticipated 
elsewhere; and the cause in which there has been so 
much martyrdom, and from which so much was expect- 
ed by the friends of liberty, may be abandoned; and 
the degrading truth, that man is unfit for self-govern- 
ment admitted. And this will be the case if expediency 
be made a rule of construction in interpreting the con- 
stitution. Power, in no government, could desire a bet- 
ter shield tor the insiduous advances, which it is ever 
ready to make, upon the checks that are designed to re- 
strain its action. 


But 1 do not entertain such gloomy apprehensions. — 
Ifit be the wish of the people that the construction of 
roads and cunals should be conducted by the federal go- 
vernment, it is not only highly expedient, but indispensa- 
bly necessary, that a previous amendment of the consti- 
tution, delegating the necessary power, and defining 
and restricting its exercise with reference to the sover- 
eignty of the states, should be made. Without it, noth- 
ing extensively useful can be effected. The right to ex- 
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ercise as much jurisdiction as is necessary to preserve 
the works, and to raise funds by the collection of tolls to 
keep them in repair, cannot be dispensed with. The 
Cumberland road should be an instructive admonition of 
the consequences of acting without this right. Year af. 
ter year, contests are witnessed, growing out of efforts 

to obtain the necessary appropriations for completing and 


| repairing this useful work. Whulst one congress may 


claim and exercise the power, a succeeding one may deny 
it, and this fluctuation of opinion must be unavoidably 
fatal to any scheme, which, from its extent, would pro- 
mote the interests and elevate the character of the eyun- 
try. The experience of the past has shown that the opin- 
ion of congress is subject to such fluctuations. 


If it be the desire of the people that the agency of the 
federal government should be confined to the appropria- 
tion Of money, in aid of such undertakings, in virtue of 
State authorities, then the occasion, the manner, and the 
extent of the appropriations, should be made the sub- 
ject of constitutional regulation. ‘This is the more ne- 
cessary, in order that they may be equitable among the 
several states; promote harmony between different sec- 
tions of the union and their representatives; preserve other 
parts of the constitution from being undermined by the 
exercise Of doubtful powers, or the too great extension 
of those which are not so; and protect the whole subject 
against the deleterious influence of combinations to carry, 
by concert, measures which, considered themselves, might 
meet but little countenance, 


That a constitutional adjustment of this power, upon 
equitable principles, is, in the highest degree desirable, 
can scarcely be doubted; nor can it fail to be promoted 
by every sincere friend to the success of our political in- 


) Stitutions. In no government are appeals. to the source 


of power, in cases of real doubt, more suitable than in ours. 
No good motive can be assigned for the exercise of pow- 
er by the constituted authorities, whilst those, for whose 
benefit it is to be exercised, have not conferred it, and 
may not be willing to conter it, it would seem to me 
that an honest application of the conceded powers of tle 
general government to the advancement of the common 
weal, presentsa sufficient scope to satisfy a reasonable 
ambition. ‘The difficulty and supposed impractieability 
of obtaining an amendment of the constitution in this re 
spect, is, I firmly believe, in a great degree, unfounded. 
‘Lime has never yet been, when the patriotism and intel- 
ligence of the American people were not fully equal to 
the greatest exigeney, and it never will, when the sub- 
ject calling forth their interposition is plainly presented 
to them. To doso with the questions involved in this 
bill, and to urge them to an early, zealous, and full con- 
sideration of their deep importance, is, in my estimation 
among the highest of our duties, 


A supposed connexion between appropriations for in- 
ternal improvement and the system of protecting duties, 
growing out of the anxieties of those more immediately 
interested in their success, has given rise to suggestions 
which it is proper I should notice on this occasion. My 
opinions on these subjects have never been concealed 
from those who had a right to know them. ‘Those which 
1 have entertained on the latter have frequently placed 
me in Opposition to individuals as well as communities, 
whose claims upon my friendship, and gratitude are ol 
the strongest character; but I trust there has been noth- 
ing in my public life which has exposed me to the susp! 
cion of being thought capable ot sacrificing my views o 
duty to private considerations, however strong they May 
have been, or deep the regrets which they are capable of 
exciting. 

As long as the encouragement of domestic manufac- 
tures is directed to national ends, it shall receive from 
me a temperate but steady support. ‘There is no neces 
sary connexion between it and the system of appropria- 
tions. On the contrary, it appears to me that the supp 
sition of their dependence upon each other, is calculated 
to excite the prejudices of the public against both. J 
former is sustained on the grounds of its consistency W1 
the letter and spirit of the constitution, of its origin being 
traced to the assent of all the parties to the orignal aa 
pact, and of its having the support and approbation Host 
majority of the people; on which account, it 1s at hich 
entitled toa fair experiment. ‘The suggestions to W 
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{have alluded refer to a foreed continuance of the nation- 
al debt, by means of large appropriations, as a substitute 
for the security which the system derives from the prin- 
ciples on which it has hitherto been sustained. Such a 
course would certainly indicate either an unreasonable dis- 
trust of the people, or a consciousness that the sy stem does 
not possess sufficient soundness for its support, if left to 
their voluntary choice, and its own merits. ‘Those who 
suppose that any policy thus founded can be long upheld 
‘n this country, have looked upon its history with eyes 
very different from mine. This policy, like every other, 
must abide the will of the people, who will not be likely 
to allow any device, however specious, to conceal its 
character and tendency. 

In presenting these opinions I have spoken with the 
freedom and candor which I thought the oceasion for 
their expression called for, and now respectfully return 
the bill which has been under consideration for your fur- 
ther deliberation and judgment. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

May 27, 1830. 


Statements from the treasury department. 


Receipts for 1830, estimated at $23,840,000 
Customs 22,000,000 
Lands 1,200,000 
Bank dividends 490,000 
Incidental receipts, including ar- 
rears of internal duties, direct 
taxes and canal tolls 150,000 





To which is to be added the balance estimat- 
ed to be in the treasury on Ist January, 
1830 4,410,071 





Making an aggregate of 28,250,071 
The expenditures for 1830 were estimated at 23,755,526 
iz: 
Civil, diplomatic and miscellane- 
ous 2,473,225 
Military service, including forti- 
fications, ordnance, Indian af- 
fairs, pensions, arming the mi- 
litia, and internal improvements 5,525,189 


Naval service, including the gra- 


dual improvement 


4,257,111 
Public debt 


11,500,000 





Which would leave an estimated balance in 


the treasury on the Ist January, 1831, of 4,494,545 





Amount of receipts for the year 1830, as es- 
timated by the secretary of the treasury $23,840,000 
Amount estimated to be in the treasury on 


the 1st January, 1830 4,410,071 





28,250,071 
Of which sum, estimated to be in 
the treasury on Ist Jan. 1830, 
there are bad debts amount- 
ing to 
And there will be required by 
the several departments to 
complete the service of the 
year 1829 


1,426,546 


2,457,173 
Making the sum to be deducted as unavaila- 


ble for 1830 3,883.719 





Leaving as applicable to the service of 1850 
Expenditures: 
Amount already appropriated up 


to 17th May, 1830 11,938,305 
For payment of public debt 11,500,000 
Amount of bills pending between 

the two houses on amendments, 

which will probably pass 436,544 
Amount of bills that will proba- 

bly pass the present session 1,197,366 


a 25,072,215 





Estimated deficiency $705,865 











Appropriations contained in. bills that haye 
passed the senate, and are now pending in 





the house of representatives $1,275,204 
Appropriations in bills that have passed the oF 
house of representatives, and are now 
pending in the senate 376 ,685 
Appropriations in bills of the senate that 
have not as yet passed that body 5,734,127 

Appropriations in bills of the house of re- 
presentatives still pending in that huuse 2,085,271. 
$9,471,284 











TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS—IST SESSION. 
SENATE, 

May 28, The following motion, submitted by Mr, 
King, was considered, 

ftesolved, That the following joint rules, of the two 
houses, viz: 

“16, No bill that shall have passed one house, shall be 
sent for concurrence to the other, on either of the last 
three days of the session. 

“17, No bill or resolution that shall have passed the 
house of representatives and the senate, shall be present- 
ed to the president of the United States, for his approba- 
tion, on the last day of the session,” be suspended so far 
as they relate to the following bills, which passed the 
house of representatives on the 27th inst. viz: 

‘‘An act to reduce the duty on salt;”’ 

‘*An act to reduce the duty on molasses, and to allow 
a drawback on spirits distilled from foreign matetials;” 
and ' 

“An act.to amend the acts regulating the cemmercial. 
intercourse between the United States and certain colo- 
nies of Great Britain.” 

On Mr. JWebster’siamotion it was laid on the table. 


The vice president communicated a letter from the se- 
cretary of war, transmitting a report of the engineer, ap- 
pointed by the department of war, in compliance with a 
resolution of the senate of 18th December, 1827, to ex- 
amine certain places and report the practicability, fitness, 
advantages, and disadvantages of establishing an armory 
of the United States at each of the places, similar to the 
one at Harper’s ferry and Springfield. 

The committee on finance reported the resolution 
from the house of representatives, “to suspend proceed- 
ings against the corporation of the house of refuge, iu 
New York,” without amendment. 


The committee on military affairs, reported, without 
amendment, the bill to exempt deserters in Ume of peace, 
from the punishment of death. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, 5,000 copies of the mese 
sage yesterday received from the president of the United 
States, by the house of representatives, returning the bill 
“authorizing a subscription of stock in the Maysville, 
Washington, Paris and Lexington turnpike road compa- 
ny,” with his objections thereto, were ordered to be 
printed for the use of the senate, 

The resolution to recompense the messengers of the 
senate for extra services, was read the third time and 
passed. 

‘The amendment to the resolution ‘‘requiring annual 
reports to be made to congress in relation to applications 
for pensions,” was read the third time and passed with 
amendments. 


A resolution was received from the house of represen- 


24,366,352 | tatives, suspending the 16th joint rule for conducting 


business between the two houses which is as follows: 
“No bill that shall have passed one house, shall be sent 
for concurrence to the other, on either of the three last 
days of the session;” which the senate amended so as to 
suspend also the 17th joint rule as follows:—*No bill 
or resolution that shall have passed the house of repre- 
sentatives and senate, shall be presented to the president 
of the United States, for his approbation, on the lasé day 
of the session;”? in which amendment the house of re- 
presentatives concurred;:and a message was sent to the 
senate, that the house of representntives had regi the 
following bills, ia which the concurrence of the genate 
was desired, viz: 
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An act to authorize the selection of certain school lands 


in the territory of Arkansas. 
An act to 


territory of Arkansas. 


An act to provide for the settlement of the accounts of 


certain diplomatic functionaries, 


An act for the relief of John Conard, marshal of the 


eastern district of Pennsylvania. 


An act to protect the surveyors of the public lands of 
the United States, and puaish persons guilty of interrupt- 


ak hindering, by force, surveyors in the discharge 
re) 


their duty. 
An act to reduce the duty on salt. 


An act to reduce the duty on molasses, and to allow a 


drawback on spirits distilled from foreign materials. 


_ An act to amend the acts regulating the commercial 
mtercourse between the United States and certain colo- 


nies of Great Britain. 


These bills were severally read twice, and referred to 


appropriate committees. 


he amendments of the house of representatives to 
the bill for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of 


the Virginia state line, during the revolutionary war, 
were considered and concurred in by the following vote: 


YEAS~— Messrs. Adams, Benton, Bibb, Brown, Cham- 
bers, Dudley, Ellis, Foot, Forsyth, Grundy, Iredell, 


Johnston, Kane, King, Livingston, McKinley, McLean, 
Rowan, Sanford, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S.C. Tyler, 
White, Woodbury—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barton, Bell, Burnet, Chase, Dick- 
erson, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Knight, Naudain, 
Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Seymour, Silsbee, Willey—15. 


The standing committees were geverally discharged, 
as to the various matters submitted to them and not act - 
edupon. A large number of private or local bills, were 
variously disposed of. 


The senate adjourned to 7 o’cloek in, the evening. 


Evening session. May 28. 

The vice president communicated a letter from the 
secretary of state transmitting, in pursuance of an act 
passed 3d March, 1819, “regulating passenger ships and 
vessels,”’ an abstract of all the returns made by collec- 
tors of the different ports, for the year ending 30th Sep- 
tember, 1829; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Smith of Md. from the committee on finance, re- 
ported, without amendment, the following bills, viz: 

An act to reduce the duty on salt. 

An act to reduce the duty on molasses, and to allow a 
drawback on spirits distilled from foreign materials. 

Mr. Barton, from the committee on public lands, re- 
ported, without amendment, the following bills, viz: 

An act to protect the surveyors of public lands of the 
United States, and to punish persons guilty of interrupt- 
ing and hindering, by force, surveyors in the discharge of 
their duty. 

An act to authorize the selection of certain school 
lands in the territory of Arkansas; and 

An act to provide for surveying certain lands in the 
territory of Arkansas. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported the following bill without amendment, 
viz: 

An act to provide for the settlement of the accounts of 
certain diplomatic functionaries. 

A number of private bills trom the house of represen- 
tative were taken up and passed. 


May 29. On motion by Mr. Woodbury, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to cause a comparison to be made of the standards 
of weight and measure, now used at the principal custom 
houses iv the United States, and report to the senate at 
the next session of congress. 

On motion by Mr. Hendricks, the resolution of the 
legislature of Massachusetts, asking surveys of certain 
routes for ruil roads, was referrred to the secretary of 
war. 

Mr. Woodbury laid on the table a letter from the see- 
retary of state, relative to consular fees. 

Mr. Woodbury, trom the committee on commerce, 
roade a report on the memorial of the ship builders of 
Philadelphia, for a drawback on the exportation of ma- 
terials used in ship building, recommending that the sub- 


ovide for surveying certain lands in the 


— Se 
Se 


ject be postponed to the next session of congress; which 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Woodbury, from the committee on commerce, 
reported the bill from the house of representatives, ‘<t, 
amend the acts regulating the commercial intercourse 
between the United States and certain colonies of Great 
Britain,” without amendment. 


After some time spent on executive business, the se. 
nate, on motion by Mr. Woodbury, proceeded to consi- 
der the Jast mentioned bill asin committee of the whole; 
and, after it was read, the doors were closed, on motion 
by Mr. Woodbury. Whenthe doors were opened the 
bill was read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. Smith, of Md. 

The senate took up for consideration, as in committee 
of the whole, the bill entitled “an act to reduce the duty 
on salt,”’ by the followiug vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bell, Benton, Bibb, Brown, 
Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Ellis, Foot, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Iredell, Johnston, Kane, King, Knight, McKin- 
ley, Smith, Md. Smith,S, C. Sprague, Troup, Tyler, 
White, Woodbury—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Burnet, Dickerson, 
Dudley, Frelinghuysen, Livingston, Noble, Robbins, 
Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Webster—12. 

Mr. Sanford then moved to postpune the bill indefi- 
nitely; which was negatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Burnet, Dickerson, Dudley, 
Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Johnston, Livingston, Noble, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Bell, Benton, Bibb, 
Brown, Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Ellis, Foot, Grun- 
dy, Iredell, Kane, King, Knight, McKinley, Smith, Md. 
Smith, hy C. Sprague, ‘l'roup, Tyler, White, Wood- 
bury —24. 

Mr. Silsbee then moved to amend the bill, by strik- 
ing out all after the enacting clause, and inserting—that 
from and after the 30th of June 1832, the duty on sale 
shull be 124 cents per bushel of 56 pounds, and no more; 
which was negatived by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Burnet, Chase, Dickerson, 
Dudley, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kwight, Noble, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Benton, Bibb, Brown, 
Chambers, Ellis, Foot, Grundy, Iredell, Johnston, Kane, 
King, Livingston, McKinley, Smith, Md. Smith, 8, C. 
Troup, Tyler, White, Woodbury —2v. 

The bill was then read the third time and passed, by 
the following vote. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Barnard, Bell, Benton, Bibb, 
Brown, Chambers, Clayton, Ellis, Foot, Grundy, Ire- 
dell, Kane, King, Knight, McKinley, Smith, Md, Smith, 
S. C. Sprague, ‘Troup, ‘Tyler, Webster, White, Wood- 
bury—24. 

AYS—Messrs. Barton, Burnet, Chase, Dickerson, 
Dudley, Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Johnston, Livings- 
ton, Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Sils- 
bee—15. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the senate proceeded 
to consider, in committee of the whole, the bill entitled 
‘tan act to reduce the duty on molasses, and to allow a 
drawback on spirits distilled from foreign materials; 
and it was read the third time and passed, by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Barton, Bell, Bibb, Brown, 
Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Dudley, Ellis, Foot, Fre- 
linghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, Iredell, King, Knight, 
McKinley, Noble, Robbins, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
Smith, Md. Smith, S. C. Sprague, Tyler, Webster, 
White, Woodbury—30, 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Benton, Burnet, Dicker- 
son, Jolinston, Kane, Livingston, Ruggles—8. 


A message was reccived from the house of represen- 
tatives, that they had passed the bill from the senate for 
the “appointment of a solicitor of the treasury,” with an 
amendment. ‘he senate proceeded to consider the 
said amendment, and concurred therein. 

The amendments of the house of representatives to the 
bill from the senate, “to grant pre-emption rights to set- 
tlers on the public lands,” were also concurred in. 

The amendments of the house of representatives to 





the amendinenis of the senate to the bill **making appro- 
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riations for examinations and surveys, and also for cer- 
tain works of internal improvements,” were also concur- 


in. 8 ) 
The vice president having announced his intention of 
withdrawing from the senate for the remainder of the 
session, the senate adjourned to six o’clock this evening. 


Evening session—May 29. 

The vice president being absent, Mr. Smith, of Md, 
was elected president pro. tem, For him 15 votes, scat- 
tering 11—the members present being only 26. 

On motion of Mr. Silsbee, the bill entitled ‘an act to 
provide for the appointment of commissioners to digest, 
prepare, and report to congress, at the next session 
thereof, a code of statute law, civil and criminal, for the 
District of Columbia,” was, pending a motion made by 
Mr. Livingston to amend it, by substituting for the com- 
issioners proposed by the act, a joint committee of (he 
two houses, laid on the table, on motion of Mr. Auze. 

The following bills trom the house of representatives, 
were severally considered in committee of the whole, 
read the third time, and passed, viz: 

An act to provide for surveying certain lands in the 
territory of Arkansas; 

An act to protect the surveyors of the public lands of 
the United States, and to punish persons guilty of inter- 
rupting and hindering, by force, surveyors in the dis- 
charge of their duty; 

An act providing for the settlement of the accounts of 
certain diplomatic functionaries; 

An act to authorize the selection of certain school 
lands in the territory of Arkansas; 

An act to exempt deserters, in time of peace, from the 
punishment of death. 

An act to alter and amend the 65th article of the Ist 
section of an act, entitled ‘‘An act for establishing rules 
and articles for the government of the armies of the 
United States,” passed 10th April, 1806; 

{With many other bills of a private or strictly local na- 
ture—ali which will sufficiently appear in the list of acts. ] 

The senate having disposed of every bill before it from 
the house of representatives, proceeded to consider ex- 
ecutive business before ten o’clock; and remained so en- 





gaged until the adjournment, interrupfed only by mes-| 


sages from the other house, and from the president of 
the United States. About four o’clock, A. M. 
The senate adjourned, 


May 31. The following message from the president 

of the U. States was read, and ordered to be printed: 
Washington, 29th May, 1830, 
To the senate of the U. Stutes. 

[ submit herewith, a report from the secretary of the 
weasury, giving the information called for by a resolution 
of the senate of the Sd March, £829. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

[The report referred to is accompanied by three state- 
ments: 

ist. Of the lands appropriated by congress for specific 
objects within the several states, and shewing the pro- 
ceeds of the three per cent. fund to the 3lst of Decem- 
ber, 1828. ‘he total amount of land is 8,093,458 02 
acres, and of the three per cent fund is $610,916 67. 

2d. Of the amount of disbursements made by the U. 
States from the commencement of the government to 
the 31st of December, 1828, exhibiting as nearly as ean 
be ascertained, the states and territories in which they 
Mi made. ‘The aggregate is stated to be $728,226,006 
74, 

2d. Of the value of exports from the several states and 
lerritories from the commencement of the government 
to the 30th September, 1828. ‘The amount is stated to 
be $2,438,338,784. ] 


The president communicated the following letter from 
tie secretary of the treasury, which was-ordered to be 
printed: 


Treasury department, May 29, 1830, 


Sir: Tn compliance with that part of the resolution of 


the senate of the 23d ult. which requires the secretary 

the treasury to report ‘“the amount expended or in- 
curred for outfits of ministers and charge des affairs, 
treaties with indians, and all other expenditures for 1828 
and 1829, for which no appropriations have been made,” 


| 
} 
} 


—— 
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I have the honor to transmit the accompanying reports 
from the register and second auditor of the treasury, 
which contains the information required as far as relates 
tothe expenditures under all the appropriations con- 
nected with foreign intercourse and Indian affairs. . 

‘The register’s statement, marked A. exhibits the exe 
penditures for all objects of foreign intercourse, includ- 
ing those specified in the resolution, and the state of those 
appropriations during the years 1828 and 1829, But, as 
money's are, from time to time, drawn from those appro- 
priations and remitted, at the request of the department 
of state, to certain bankers in London and Amsterdam as 
agents of that department, to be appiied to the payment 
of salaries and such other purposes as it may direct, it 
hus been deemed proper to present, also, a statement 
marked B, of the balances due te or from those agents 
on the Ist of January, 1829 and 1830. By these two 
statements the true condition of the funds belonging to 
those appropriations will be seen; they shew that on the 
ist January, 1829, there were balances on each im the 
treasury and in the hands of the agents; and that on the 
Ist January, 1839, the bajances in the treasury were more 
than sufficient to meet those due to the agents. It is 
also stated, that no accounts chargeable to these appro- 
priations had been found due on settlement at the trea- 
sury, and not paid for want of funds. From all whieh it 
appears, that as far as the records of the department 
shew, no expenditures were made or incurred in 1828 or 
1829, for any object connected with foreign intercourse 
for which no appropriations had been made, 

The reports and statements of the second auditor, mark- 
ed C. D. and E, exhibit the expenditures for each branch 
of the Indian service, and state of those appropriations 
tor the years 1828 and 1829; and they present the sub- 
ject in such a form as to require no explanation from me, 

‘The labor required to complete the other statements 
called for by the resolution will prevent their being laid 
before the senate at the present session, 

1 have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient ser 
vant, S. D. INGHAM, sec’y of the treasury. 
Lhe hon. the president of the senate. 


The president communicated a report from the secree 
tary of war, on the petition of Samuel F. Bradford, pray- 
ing for the patronage of congress to the publication ofa 
gallery of Indian portraits, which was read; and 

Mr. Woodbury offered the tollowing resolution which 
was considered, and, on motion of Mr. Benton, it was 
laid on the table. 

Whereas, it is now too late to pass a joint resolution 
in aid of the report of the secretary of war reccived this 
day— 

Resolved, Thut the petition be again referred to him 
with the approbation of the senate to his subseribing for 
so many copies of Mr. Bradford’s projected work as he 
may deem beneficial for use in our triendly intercourse 
with the Indians; provided they can and shall be paid for 
by him out of the contingent fund for his Indian depart- 
ment, and not otherwise. 


Mr. Webster submitted the following joint resolution, 
which was considered, and laid on the table on his motion, 
to allow the bill mentioned in the next paragraph to be 
taken up: 

Resolved, That a committee to consist of three mem- 
bers, ene from the senate and two from the house of re- 
presentatives, be appointed to prepare and report, at the 
next session of congress, a system of civil and criminal 
law for the District of Columbia, and for the organiza- 
tion of the courts therein, and that the committee cause 
the said system to be printed in the recess. 

On motion by Mr. TJ'yler, che senate resumed the bill 
from the house of representatives ‘‘to provide for the 
appointment of commissioners to digest, prepare, and 
report to congress at the next session thereof, a code of 
statute law, civil and criminal, for the District of Co- 
lumbia;” and it having been amended sv as to authorize 
the president to appoint the commissioners without sub- 
mitting them to the senate, was ordered to a third read- 
ing; and then laid on the table on motion of Mr. Bibd. 

Mr. Livingston asked and obtained leave to iy, - in 4 
bill to provide a system of criminal law for the United 
States; which was read and passed to a second reading, 
aud ordered to be printed, 
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In addition to the number of bills from the senate, 
which had passed the house of representatives on Satur- 
day, notice was received of the passage of thirteen others, 
which have been presented to the president for his ap- 
proval, 

The following original bills from the house of repre- 
sentatives were received, read three times, and passed, 
viz: 

An act to authorize the president of the United States 
to cause the present site of the national mint to be sold, 
and making an appropriation for completing the new 
building now erecting. 

An act making a re-appropriation of a sum heretofore 
appropriated for the suppression of the slave trade, 

An act making a further appropriation for the support 
of the marine corps. , 

On motion by Mr. Rowan, leave was granted to Jo- 
seph Nourse to withdraw his petition and papers. 


A message was recevied from the president of the U. 
States, and read as follows: 

Washington, 31st May, 1830, 
To the senate of the U. States: 

GENTLEMEN: I have considered the bill proposing “to 
authorize a subscription of stock in the Washington turn- 
pike road company,” and now return the same to the 
senate, in which it originated, 

Iam unable to approve this bill, and would respectful- 
ly refer the senate to my message to the house of repre- 
sentatives, on returning to that house the bill to author- 
ize ‘*a subscription of stock inthe Maysville, Washing- 
ton, Paris, and Lexington turnpike road company,” for 
a statement of my objections to the bill herewith return- 
ed, The message referred to, bears date on the 27th 
inst. and a printed copy of the same is herewith trans- 
mitted, ANDREW JACKSON, 

The bill referred to in the foregoing message, having 
originated in the senate, the senate proceeded to reconsi- 
der said bill in the manner prescribed in the 7th section 


of the 1st article of the constitution; and two-thirds of 
the senators present not having voted for its passage, it 


was rejected by the following yote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Benton, Burnet, 


Chambers, Chase, Clayton, Hendricks, Johnston, King, 
Livingston, McKinley, Naudain, Noble, Robbins, Rug- 
les, Seymour, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Webster, Wil- 


ey—21. 
NAYS~—Messrs. Adams, Bibb, Brown, Dickerson, 


Dudley, Ellis, Foot, Grundy, Iredell, Kane, Rowan, 
Sanford, Smith, of S.C. Sprague, Tyler, White, Wood- 


a. 7. 


hirty-eight members present—necessary to pass the 


bill, twenty-six. 


A message was then received from the house of repre- 
sentatives, that they had appointed a committee to join 
such committee as might be appointed by the senate, to 
wait on the president of the United States, and inform 
him that the two houses, having finished the business be- 
fore them, were prepared to adjourn, unless he have 
further communications to make: in which the senate 
concurred, and Mr. Woodbury and Mr. Burnet were 
appointed on the part of the senate, 

r. Woodbury reported that they had discharged the 
duty assigned them, and had been informed by the pre- 
sident that he had no further communication to make, 
except that he has detained the act in relation to the sub- 
scription for the stock in the Louisville and Portland 


canal company; and an act in relation to certain light 


houses and harbors, for further consideration. 

The usual messages were interchanged between the 
two houses of their mtention to adjourn. 

The president then adjourned the senate, sine die. 

[Some executive business was transacted in the course 
of the morning. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, May 26. {Proceedings continued or ex- 
tended from our last. } 

The house took up the following resolution, oflered by 
Mr. White, of N. Y. on the 6th instant. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to this house, in the annual report of the 
ecommerce ot the United States, 


\ 
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First.—An account of the number of vessels, with th 
: : ; € 

amount of tonnage, which were built, registered, enrol] 
ed, and licensed, in each state and territory, in the year 
ending on the 31st of December. 

Second,—An account of the total number of vessels 
with the seamen usually employed in navigating the 
same, which belonged to each state and territory on the 
Sist of December. 

Third.—An account of the number of vessels, with 
the amount of tonnage, and number of seamen employ- 
ed in navigating the same, (including their repeated yoy. 
ages), which have entered into and departed from each 
state and territory, in the year ending on the 30th Sep- 
tember. 

Fourth.—An account of moneys received under the 
‘fact for the relief of sick and disabled seamen,” speci- 
lying the amount collected from registered vessels; and 
also, the amount collected from enrolled and licensed 
vessels, in cach state and territory, and the number of 
seamen contributing to the same. 

Fifth.—An account of such yessels as may be lost 
sold in foreign countries, destroyed, or condemned, as 
not seaworthy, in each state and territory, in the year 
ending on the 31st of December, 

Sixth.—An account of the number and tonnage of the 
registered vessels that may have surrendered their regis- 
ters and taken our licenses for the coasting trade. And, 
also, of the number and tonnage of the licensed vessels 
that may have surrendered their licenses, and taken out 
registers for the foreign trade, in each state and territo- 
ry, on the 30th September. 

Seventh.—An account of the registers, enrollments, 
and licenses, issued, either in consequence of alteration 
inthe form and construction of the vessels, or from a 
change in the owner or owners. 

Eighth.—An account of the number of seamen regis- 
tered in each state and territory, in the year ending on 
the 3lst December, under the ‘‘act for the relief and 
protection of American seamen.” 

Ninth.—An account of the number of voyages, ton- 
nage, and seamen, of the enrolled and licensed vessels 
employed in the coasting trade, in the year ending the 
30th of September. 

Mr. White safd he considered it to be his duty to sub- 
mit this resolution, and he would briefly state the rea- 
sons which induced him to recommend its adoption. No 
complete revision of the tonnage, said Mr. W. has been 
made since the commencement of the government. It 
is true, in the year 1818, the then secretary of the trea- 
sury directed a partial examination into the condition of 
the registered tonnage. ‘The extent to which this exami- 
nation was carried will be best explained by reading a 
communication which | have received from the depart- 
ment. Mr. W. then read the following letter from the 
register of the treasury: 

Treasury department, register’s office, April 5th, 1830. 

Sim: I have the honor, in compliance with your re- 
quest, to be informed in what manner the account of re- 
g istered tonnage was corrected in 1818, to state, that 4 
circular letter was addressed to the several collectors, 
accompanied with a list exhibiting the particulars of each 
certificate of registry which had been issued prior to, and 
which appearcd from the records of this office to be out- 
standing at the close of that year. That these lists, 
after they had been examined by the several collectors, 
were returned to this office, with such remarks as enab- 
led the department to determine the probable amount of 
tonnage that should be deducted, being the tonnage of 
vessels supposed to be either lost, captured, condemned, 
or sold to foreigners, but of which no account have been 
actually returned to the collector or to the treasury. 
The aggregate of these deductions amounted as per state- 
ment A, which accompanied the report ef the secretary 
of the treasury, of the 30th December, 1819, to 181,558 
86-95ths tons. Leaving the total registered tonnage a 
the close of that year, 606,088 tons. 

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, Tl. L. SMITH, register. 

Honorable C. P. White. es 

It is sufficient for me to state that the intervening time 
with regard to the registering, and the absence of all in- 
quiry with respect to the enrolling and liceysing tonneg®; 
will justify a minute examination into its condition. 
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The treasury reports exhibit a large and progre ssive | 
increase of the navigation of the country, and I have every 

ason to believe, from the information I have been able 
to procure, that these statements are fallacious and illu- 
sory. 1 will illustrate this by stating one fact to the con- 
sideration of the house. 

By the Ist section of the act for the reliet of sick and 
disabled seamen, approved 16th July, 1798, it is provid- 
ed, “that the master of every ship or vessel of the Unit- 
ed States arriving froma foreign port, into any port ol 
United States, shall before such ship or vessel be admit 
red to an entry, render to the collector a true account ol 
the number of seamen that shall have been employed on 
pourd such vessel, since she was last entered at any port 
in the United States, and shall pay to the collector at the 
rate of 20 cents per month for every seaman so employ- 
ed.” By the 2d section, it is further provided, “that no 
collector shall grant to any ship or vessel whose enroll- 
ment or license for carrying on the coasting trade has 
expired, a new enrollment or license, before the master 
ofsuch ship or vessel shall first render a true account to 
the collector of the number of seamen, and the time they 
have been severally employed on board such ship or ves- 
sel during the continuance of the license which has so ex- 








pired, and pay to the collector 20 cents per month, tor 
every month such seamen have been severally employed 
as aforesaid.” 

The report which I now hold in my hand of the funds 
rece ived from this tax on seamen, states that there was 
collected in 1806, $66,820 Ot: in 1828, $56,217 27. 

I have taken the year 1806 not only as the year of the 
greatest receipts of this source of revenue, but from its 
being the period when our foreign trade may be said to 
have reached its maximum. A reterence to the trea- 
sury reports will shew that our tonnage in 1806 was 
1,208,735 tons; in 1828, 1,741,390. 

I have shewn, therefore, to the house, that there is an 
actual diminution in the receipts for hospital money in 





1828, compared with the year 1806 of $10,602 74, at the 
time when the same treasury documents exhibit a nomi- 
ial addition to the tonnage of 552,556 tons. 

Mr. W. said, he would not detain the house longer 
(han to state that the object he proposed to accomplish 
by the resolution, was not only a complete revision of the 
tonnage of the country, at the present time, but that 
such revision shall be annually made. ‘The distinguish- 





ed gentlemen now at the head of the treasury depart- 
ment, Mr. W. said, has recently commenced a general 
revision of the tonnage, which will no doubt be come 
pleted previous to the next session of congress. 

The resolution was then agreed to by the house, 


After the proceedings on the Indian bill, &c. as al- 
ready noticed at sufficient length— 

The speaker laid before the house the message of the 
president, respecting the anticipated information from 
England, relative to our commercial relations with that 
country, (as published last week); which being read, 

Mr. Cumbreleng, cliairman of the committee on com- 
merce, moved toreter the message to that committee. 
‘Some gentleman around observing, that it ought to go 
to the committee on foreign affairs. | 

Mr. Cambreleng added, that the message related to 
the commerce of the country, and ought to go to that 
committee; another reason for moving which was, that he 
had for some time given his attention to the subject, and 
had already prepared a bill to meet the object of the 
Message, 

Mr. Archer, chairman of the committee on foreign at- 
48, moved to refer the message to that committee, 

Mr. Williams expressed the opinion that such mes- 
ry were always sent tothe committee on foreign af- 
ars, 

Mr. Cambreleng was not anxious about the matter, 

ut thad been the uniform practice, he said, to refer 
such subjects to the committee on commerce. 

Mr, ftamsey was indifferent what committee the mes- 
Sage was referred to, so that it did not go to the commit- 
tee of commerce or the committee of ways and means, 
of ea aitices were in the habit of taking cognizance 
conse om committed to them, and reporting bills 
ing eae the revenue, without instructions,—one tapp- 

reasury at one end, and the other at the other. 














Iie had seen the committee of commerce and the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reporting bills, the effect of 
which would have been to empty the treasury instead of 
filling it—to throw the country at the merey of foreign 
uations, and compel us in the interior even to send 
abroad to have our horses shod, 

Mr. Drayton referred to the rules to shew that the 
message might go, with propriety, to either of the eom# 
mittees moved; but the practice had been to refer such. 
communications to the committee of commerce. Ags the 
present message related exclusively to our commereia 
relations with a foreign country, Mr. D. thought it came 
properly within the province of that committee, and he 
made a number of remarks to sustain this opinion. 

Mr. Me Duffie said he felt no sort of interest in this 
contest between the two committees, and cared not how 
it was decided. But he saw no necessity for the gratui- 
tous charge against the committee of ways and means, 
which the gentleman had gone out of his way to make, 
which was utterly false, and could be founded only in 
gross ignorance. He would defy any old woman in this 
house or out of it, whether scolding or not scolding, t6 
fix on that committee the charge which had been al- 
leged against it by the gentleman from Pennsylvanias 
He thought that every member in this house, however 
ignorant he might be, must know that every brancli 
of the revenue of the country was, by the rules of thé 
house, given in charge to the committee of ways and 
means, and was always before that committee, and that 
it would be perfectly competent fur that committee to- 
morrow to bring ina bill to revise the whole revenue 
system of the country, without any special instruction 
trom the house. Nothing but the grossest ignorance 
could have given rise to the charge which had been made 
by the member from Pennsylvania against the commit- 
tee. , 

Mr. Ramsey said he was not ignorant of the rules of* 
the house, or the duties of the committee of ways and: 
means; but the chairman of that committee was ignorant 
of the true policy of the nation, and had evinced that ig-" 
norance, by the bills which he had reported during the* 
session affecting the revenue. ‘That gentleman has call- 
ed me an old woman; but, [the speaker admonished Mr, 
R. that the question was on the reference of the mes4 
sage.] Sir, continued Mr. R. he has called me an old 
woman, and it is my duty to repel it. I have always 
understood that the duty of the committee of ways and 
means was to take measures to fill the treasury, not empty 
it. ‘hat gentleman has shewn his sense of this duty, by 
just voting for a bill (the ludian bill) which tapped the 
treasury at one end, while he professed to fill it at the 
other. 1 will tell that gentleman that I was in the field 
of politics before him—but | will not use the expression 
I was about to do—and now to stand up and be told that l 
am an old woman. Sir, whenever that gentleman may 
think of my knowledge of his duties, he shews but lit+ 
Ue knowledge of them himself, when he is seen da 
after day, and time after time, doing all he can to empty 
the treasury, instead of filling it. Sir, 1 can say no 
more. 

Mr. Evereti, of Massachusetts, thought the message 
was certainly of a kind to require the action of the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs, and that it could go, with pro- 
priety, to no other. If the message should be found to 
contain any thing requiring the acuon of the committée 
of commerce, that part of it could be sent to that com- 
mittee. ‘The reason assigned by the chairman of that 
committee for moving the reference of the message to it, 
namely, that he had prepared a bill in anticipation, was 
a reason with him (Mr. E.) for prefering another com- 
mittee. He would rather that a committee should take 
up the subject that had made up no opinion on it, &e. 

After some further debate on the part of Messrs. 
Cambreleng, P. P. Barbour, and Mr. McDuffie, the 
question was taken, and the message referred to the 
committee on commerce. Ayes 86, noes $1. 

Thursday, May 27. {Further particulars.] When the 
president’s yeto on the passage of the bill authorizing a 
subscription of $150,000 to the Maysville and Washington 
turnpike road company, had been read and attentively 
listened to.— 

There arose 4 hurried and anxious debate, involving 
no principle of the bill, but merely the question whether 
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the bill should be reconsidered, instanter, or whether the | tion, inasmuch as this was the last day on which a i: 
reconsideration should be postponed until to-morrow. | could be sent to the senate for concurrence, and the 
During the whole of this proceeding, there was a cdnstant | nate had now adjourned. } : whee 
tendency to debate the main question, and an effort on 












































































the part of the chair to confine the debate to the questiot 


of Buse Dorin’ In this skirmishing, Messrs, Jrwin, } not be sent there for concurrence. 
of hio, Daniel, Vance, Ingersoll, Rrown, Potter, P. 
ee Pie 
- Barbour, Wickliffe, Potk, Betl, Coleman, Letcher, \ by inadvertence overlooked the rule, and had adjourns 


Burges, Yancy and Barringer, took some p:rt. 


inally, as by common consent, it was agreed that the | something would be done to remove the difficult . 
re-consideration should be postponed until to-morrow, ; 


by which time the message, it was supposed, would be| pass. He hoped therefore the house would g90n with 


printed and in the hands of every member. 


The question of printing the report gave rise to some 
debate, by reason of the intervention of the rule requir- | to the senate, notwithstanding it had adjourned, Sy 
ing one day’s notice for an order for an extra number of | pose the senate were not.to sit two of the four last days 

For the present, under that | of the session, could that deprive the house of the “od 


copies of any document. 
rule, the usual number only was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Cambreleng, on introducing the bill concerning | 
the colonial trade (see page 268) said, he would state, for | day, if it pass, to the secretary of the senate, and the ge. 


_ Mr. Taylor was of opinion that as the senate had aq 
1 | journed, it would be useless to pass the bill, as it could 


Mr. Alc Duffie said it was evident that the senate haq 
without being aware of the effect; therefore doubtless 
there were several bills which it was indispensable to 


this bill and pass it. 
Mr. P. P. Barbour thought the bill could be sen 





fit ofall the bills which might be passed by it? Sir, saiq 
Mr. B. the clerk of this house can deliver this bill to. 











the satisfaction of gentlemen on all sides of the house, | nate can to-morrow take it up and act on it, although it 
that there was no new principle contained in this bill, / be not in session to-day when the bill goes there. 
The principle of it, he said, was precisely that containe| Mr. Vancenow moved that the house adjourn, and “ 
ed in the instructions from Mr. Clay to Mr. Gallatin, | the yeas and nays being demanded by Mr, Lamar, the days 
under the late administration, and the friends of that ad- | were taken, and on the motion was negatived—ayes si. resol 
ministration would approve of it, as well as others. | noes 127. ‘ M 
When its object was fully understood, he believed that Mr. Drayton moved to lay the motion for a call of of the 
there would be no difference of opinion in the house upon | the house on the table; and Mr. Ramsey demanding the cet 
it. Under the unanimous direction of the committee, he | yeas and nays on the motion, Mr. D. withdrew it; bu ing 
should move for the consideration of this bill in the Mr. Sterigere renewed the motion.to lay on the ta- effec 
course of the day, giving time only to have it printed for | ble, which being taken, the motion for a call of the house i 
the information of the house. was ordered to lie an the table. The question was ther * 
The house considered the bill to amend an act, entitled | taken on laying the bill on the table, and negatived—ayes “ 
“An act, fixing the compensation of public ministers and | 84, noes 97, a 
of consuls residing on the coast of Barbary, and for other| ‘The previous question was then seconded by a mae “ 
pie jority of the house; and the previous question was carried bay 
his bill among other things proposed—Tiat the sum | by yeas and nays, 108 to 78. So that 5 
of one thousand dollars be allowed to each minister and| ‘The main question was at last put on the passage of " 
‘charge des affairs, in lieu of all allowances for contin- | the bill, and carried in the affirmative—ayes 105, noes > 
geut expenses: Provided that the president of the Unit- | 85. e 
ed States shall be authorized to allow to each of the{ So the bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to ihe rl 
ministers at London, Paris, and St. Petersburg, « further | scnate for concurrence. < 
sum of two thousand dollars per annum: and no allow, [ When the roll, on the passage of the bill was calling, , 
ance for contingencies, exeept as herein provided, shall (andthe clerk reached the name of Mr. Yancey of Ken- | 
be made in any case whaterer, tucky, Mr. Y. rose and said, he knew he was out of re 
For which Mr. Archer offered the following substitute; | order, but still he wished to state the reason which gov- 
That a sum not exceeding $2,000 per annnm be allow- : 


éd to each of the ministers at London, Paris, and St. 








erned his vote, ashe was going to change the vote he 


had formerly given on this bill. We are in possession 








; — +: : , . d 
Petersburg, for house reut; and that the sum of $1000 of intelligence, said Mr. Y., that the West India trade 
er annum, be allowed in like manner to the ministers in | will now be opened; and as the West Indies have sale in ' 


Spain and Netherlands, as compensation for the expenses 
incident to their attendance on court in its occasional 
changes of residence, in those countries respectively.” 

Atter a good deal of debate on the part of Messrs. 
Archer, Wickliffe, Polk, Reed, Williams, Dwight and 
Drayton, on this and other provisions of the bill, a 
motion was made by Mr. /Villams to lay the bill on the 
table, which prevailed by yeas and nays-——82 to 68. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the en- 
grossed bill entitled ‘tan act to reduce the duty on salt;” 
and the question was stated—shall the bill pass? when 

A motion was made by Mr. Storrs, of New York, 


that the said bill be recommmitted to the committee of | 


waysuand means, with instructions so to amend the same, 
as to postpone any reduction of the duty on salt, until 
the 30th Sepiember, 18351. 

Mr. S. allegedas a reason for his motion, that he 
wished to give the state of New York time to alleviate 
by her legislation the effect of this measure, on her in- 
terest, and to adopt her policy toa change which would 
inflict so great an evil on her pecuniary interest. 

Mr. BP. P. Barbour moved the previous question, 

Mr. Stanberry moved to lay the bili on the table, on 
which motion, Mr. Vinton demanded the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered, 

Mr. Potter moved a call of the house. 

[At this moment a number of the senators coming in- 
to the hall, it was ascertained that the senate had adjourn- 
ed; and as the joint rules of the two houses provide that 
*¢no bill that shall have passed one house, shall be sent 
for concurrence to the other, on cither of the three last 
days of the session,” it became a question, whether it 
would be worth while to pass the bill under considera- 


abundance, and the western country has provisions in 
| abundance, one being exchanged for the other, will re- 
duce the price of salt in the westto the poor man. It 
was that he felt interested for, and this induced him to 
change his vote. Mr. Y. did not, of course, make these 
remarks without being called to order repeatedly, both 
by the house and the chair, but he persisted in saying 
thus much before he voted}. 

The engrossed bill to reduce the duty on molasses, 
and to allow a drawbrack on rum, distilled from foreign 
molasses was next read the third time, and put on 8 
passage, , 

Mr. Barringer moved the previous question; fearing 
| that debate might arise on the bill, and endanger it by 
delay. 

Mr. Vance moved to lay the bill on the table, which 
was negatived; and 

The previous question being seconded and agreed (0, 
the question was put on the passage of the bill, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, 117 to 60, 

So this bill was passed, and ordered to be sent to the 
senate fur concurrence. : 

[cc The preceding brings up all the interesting pre 
ceedings of the 26th and 27th that we were compelled to 
omit in our last, except certain sets of yeas and nays, ‘0 
be added, when obtained. } 

Friday, May 28. Mr. Mc Duffie, from the commit 
| tee of ways and means, reported a joint resolution, pro- 
posing to suspend the joint rule which prevents the 
| sending of original bills trom one house to the other 4 
}ring the three last days of the session; so as to allow the 





house of representatives to send to the senate certalg 


bills therein specified. 
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~~ vesolntion have been twice read 
ution have been twice read—— 

ha teeman moved to strike from the schedule the 
a “4 reduce the duty on salt, but withdrew his motion 

a suggestion that a division might be required so as to 
pen the question on that separately. 

A call of the house was moved, and earried, and hav- 
ing pro ressed for some time, was suspended, 

Mr. Polk moved the previous question, which was 

onded, and the main question ordered. 

Mr. Storrs, of New York, here made a point of or- 
der, which produced some discussion, in regard to an 
a lication of the rule respecting the reception of resolu- 
tions, but which Mr, S. afterwards waived, — 

Mr. Taylor moveda division of the question, so as to 
take it separately on the salt bill, 

The Speaker decided that as the bill referred to, form- 
eda part of the schedule appended to, and was not of the 
matter of the resolution itself, it was indivisible. 

Mr. Taylor appealed from the decision of the chair, 
snd stated his reasons for differing from the speaker. 

Mr. Wayne, while he entertained the utmost rever- 
ence for the Sabbath, expressed the opinion that it ought 
tobe considered one of the days of the session, as_busi- 
ness might be transacted on it, and, therefore, that three 








NILES’ REGISTER—JUNE 5, 1830-—-CONGRESS. 291 





tion was ordered, and put, viz: ‘will the house pass the 
bill, the nresident’s objections notwithstanding,” and de- 
cxled as follows: ! 

YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Noyes Barber, Bartley, Bates, Bay- 
lor, Beekman, John Blair, Boon, Brown, Burges, Cahoon, Childs, 
Chilton, Clay, Clark, Coleman, Condict, Cooper, Crane, Crawford, 
Crockett, Creighton, Crowninshield. J. Davis, Denny, Doddridge, 
Dorsey, Dunean, Dwight, Ellsworth, Geo. Evans, E. Everett, 
Horace Everett, Findlay, Finch, Ford, Forward, Grennell, Haw- 
kins, Hemphill, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Hunt, Huntington, In- 
gersoll, Irvin, Isacks, Johns, Kendall, Kennon, Kincaid, Lecompte, 
Letcher, Lyon, Mallary, Martindale, L. Maxwell, McCreery, Mer- 
cer, Miller, Mitchell, Norton, Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, Ramsey, 
Randolph, Reed, Richardson, Rose, Russel, Scott, William B, 
Shepperd, Semmes, Sill, Ambrose Speneer, Sprigg, Stanberry, 
Standefer, Stephens, Hency . Storrs, William L. Storrs, Strong, 
Sutherland, Swann, Swift, Test, John Thompson, Vance, Vinton, 
Washington, Whittlesey, Edward Bb, White, Wickliffe, Yancey, 
Young-97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, Angell, 
Archer, Arnold, Bailey, J. S. Barbour, P. P. Barbour, Barnwell, 
Barringer, Bell, James Blair, Bockce, Borst, Bouldin, Brodhead, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carson, Chandler, Claiborne, Coke, Con- 
ner, Cowles, Hector Craig; Robert Craig, Crocheron, Daniel, 
Davenport, Warren R, Davis, Deberry, Desha, De Witt, Drayton, 
Dudley, Earl, Foster, Fry, Gaither, Gordon, Gorham, Hail, Ham- 
mons, Harvey, Haynes, Hinds, Hoffman, Hubbard, Jennings, Cave 
Johnson, Perkins King, Adam King, Lamar, Lea, Leiper, Loyall, 
Lewis, Lumpkin, Magee, Thomas Maxwell, McCoy, McDuffie, 





days yet remained after to day, which should render the 
resolution annecessary. 

Mr. Ramsay was in favor of suspending the operation 
ofthe rule so tar as related to certain bills, and was pro- 
ceeding to give his reasons for being opposed to suspend- 
ing it in regard to other measures, which would have the 
effect to diminish the revenue—when 

The speaker reminded Mr. R. that the question was 
on the point of order involved in the appeal,and not on 
the merits of the division moved for. 

Mr. Ramsay was sorry it was not in order for him to 
state his reasons for objecting to some of the bills which 
would affect the revenue, as he would, if permitted to 
go on, fix A mark on a gentleman not far off. 1 will soon 
bring him out of his petiicoats. 

Mr. Tucker moved the previous question on the ap- 





Melntire, Monell, Muhlenberg, Nuckolls, Overton, Polk, Potter, 
Powers, Rencher, Roane, A. H. Shepard, Shields, Smith, Speight, 
Richard Spencer, Stengere, Taliaferro, Tayler, Wiley Thompsoa, 


| trezvant, Tucker, Varnum, Verplanck, Wayne, Weeks, Camp. 


P. White, Wilde, Williatins—90, 

So (it requiring two thirds of the house to pass a bill 
against the president’s veto) the bill was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. J¥i/liams, it was agreed to take a 
recess till 5 o’clock, P. M. and adjourned, 

Evening session. 

The house resumed the consideration of the report 
from the navy department upon the motion for printing 
the report of the fourth auditor, upon the subject of the 
accounts of Miles King, &e. 

Mi. Whittlesey concluded his remarks against the mo- 
‘tion for printing this report, founded upon the nature of 








peal, which being seconded, the main question was or- | that report. 


dered, and put, and the decision of the chair was affirm- 


el by the house, 97 to 67. 


The resolution was then passed, and sent to the senate. 
Mr. Carson moved that a report of the 4th auditor, 


Ife was followed by Mr. Curson,in strong language, 
} in reply to Mr. Whittlesey’s argument against the print- 
| ing. Mr. Cokenext spoke decidedly against the print- 
\ing, on the ground of the nature of the report. ‘To these 


and the accompanying documents, transmitted to the gentlemen Mr. Daniel replied, most zealously and warm- 


house yesterday by the secretary of the navy, in reply to 
a call of the house, respecting the accounts of Miles 
King, and the late purser Timberlake, and lieut. Ran- 
dolph, acting purser, be printed. 

Mr. Whittlesey entered into a minute examination of 
and commentary on the report of the auditor, to shew 
that it was partial and unfair, that information which was 
called for and might have been communicated, was with- 
held—that the auditor, instead of transmitting the facts 
called for had sent to the house a long argument, refer- 
ring to the documents withheld—the whole evidently in- 
tended to reflect on a senator of Virginia, for his conduct 
Upon a certain nomination, and to smother and cover up 
the transactions of the officers concerning whose ac- 
counts the house desired to be informed. Mr. W. was 
proceeding to assign these and other reasons for oppos- 


ly vindicating and eulogizing the character and talents of 
Mr. Amos Kenpatt, the fourth auditor, Mr. Speight, 
of N. Carolina, made some remarks, decidedly in favor 
ofthe printing. Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, next spoke, as 
decidedly on the same side. ‘To whom Mr. Whittlesey 
replied. Mr. Carson briefly rejoined. Mr. Crane, of 
Ohio, ina dispassionate speech, opposed the printing of 
the report, because of its supposed jaundiced character. 
When Mr. C. concluded, 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said, that if he could perceive 
any good to arise from the further prosecution of this dee 
bate, he would not atempt to arrest it; but, having a 
deep interest in other matters which it stood in the way 
of, he moved, for the first time since he had been a mem- 
ber, for the previous question. 

The howse seconded the motion, 





ing the motion to print the report, when 

The speaker reminded him that the hour had arrived 
which the house had by its order of yesterday, fixed for 
taking up the message of the president, respecting the 
Maysville road bill. 

The veto. 

The house then, according to order, proceeded to the 
consideration of the said message—the question being, 
“will the house pass the bill, the objection of the presi- 
dent notwithstanding ?”? 

On this question a long and unusually animated debate 
took place, which «vould suffer by any condensed view, 
and is therefore reserved for a full und early report. 

l'hose who entered into the debate, were Messrs. 
Daniel, Chilton, Stunberry, Polk, P. P. Barbour, 
b ance, Bell, Sutherland, 1. H. Shepard, and Isacks; 
Waen it had continued about three hours, Mr. Kennon, 
Considering that all the arguments had been offered that 


Well could be, that no vote would be changed by further 


debate, 


A motion was then made to lay the whole subject on 
the table; and, the yeas and nays on this motion being re- 
quired by Mr. Carson, the question was decided as fol- 
lows: For the motion to lay on the table 85—against it 
117. 

The house having determined in favor of the previous 
question, the main question was then taken, and, without 
formal objection, the printing of the report and papers 
was ordered. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
‘to grant pre-emption rights to settlers onthe public 
lands,’’? and the amendments proposed by the committee 
on public lands, were concurred in, and the bill further 
amended, 

A long and earnest debate took place on this bill, in 
the course of which 

Mr. Williaiis moved to lay the bill on the table, which 
was negatived——ayes 67, nays 81; and after further debate, 











and the bill passed to a third reading. 





The previous question was moved by Mr. Irwin, of 
le, and that time was now precious,—moved the | Ohio, which was seconded, the main question ordered, 
Previous question, which being seconded, the main ques- | 
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The speaker laid before the house, the annual report 
of the seeretary of state, of the passengers who have ar- 
rived in the diflerent ports ol the United States, from fo- 
reign countries during the year 1829. Laid on the table 
and printed. . 

The amendments of the senate to the bill making ap- 
bropriations for surveys, and for certain works of inter- 
nal improvement, passed through a committee of the 
whole, Mr, Dwight ia the chair, in which they were 
amended. 

_ The bill from the senate for the appointment of a so- 
licitor, &e. was considered in committee of the whole, in 
which it was considerably debated, on a motion of Mr. 
Wayne to strike out the first section (to destroy it) which 
was negatived. The bill was reported with an immate- 
vial amendment, andthe house adjourned at half past 11 
o’clock, 

Saturday, May 29. Motions were made to print 
20,000 and 15,000 copies of the presient’s message, re- 
turning the Maysville road bill, but the motion made on 
Friday to print 10,000 prevailed. 

The following resolutions, moved some days ago by 
Mr. Wayne, ot Georgia, came up for consideration: 

1. Resolved, Vhat the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to procure from the bank of the U. States and 
to furnish this house, on or before the first day of Janua- 
ry next, with the names of the persons, corporate bodies, 
private companies or co-partnerships, who shall be the 
owners of stock in the bank of the United States, on the 
first day of November next, with the number of shares 
held by individuals, corporations, companies or co-part- 
nerships, distinguishing the states of the union, or the 
countries in which said stockholders may reside; and, as 
far as practicable, showing how many widows, orphans, 
minors, and unmarried females, in the United States, are 
owners of stock to the said bank. 

2. With a statement of the number of persons in the 
employment of said bank and its branches, their names, 
wages or salaries, the amount of security given by each 
person so employed, and who shall be the securities of 
said persons on the first day of November next. 

3. With a statement of the amount of specie import- 
ed into the United States by the bank of the United States; 
the amounts exported, and for what objects; showing 
the cost of that imported, and the arrangement for pro- 
curing it; whether by bills of exchange, by pledges of 
stock of the United States held and owned by the bank 
of the United States, or by other stock of corporate bo- 
dies owned by or pledged to said bank. 

4. With a statement of the funds which the bank of 
the United States shall have in Europe, on the first day of 
November next; showing the different kinds, and that 
which the bank shall deem equivalent to specie. 

5. With a statement of the amount of specie received 
or drawn by the bank of the United States, from the in- 
corporated banks in the states,,and in the District of Col- 
umbia, distinguishing the amounts from each, at the time 
the United States’ bank was carried into operation, or for 
the pur; ose of carrying the same into operation, or upon 
the establishment of any branches of the said bank; with 
the amount of specie in the vaults of said bank when the 
same began its operations, or began discounting, and the 
amount of the capital of said bank assigned to its branch- 
es, and the changes which the same have undergone in 
this regard, since the establishment of said branches, 


6. With astatement of the amount of bills or notes of | 


the banks incorporated by the state legislatures, acquir- 
ed by the bank of the United States and its branches, 
distinguishiug the manner the same was acquired by the 
bank of the United States when not by deposit, and 
which have been redeemed by said bank, from week to 
week, or at other intervals, as may have been stipulated 
between the bank of the United States and such state 
banks, showing the contracts with each tor the redemp- 
tion of the notes er bills of each, and the amount of inter- 
est paid by said banks to the bank of the United States, 
upon bills or notes not redcemed wher the time siipalat- 
ed for their redemption had arrived. 

7. With a statement of the profit received or made by 
the bank of the United States, for premiums upon bills 
of exchange, or upon draughts or checks, between the 
states, anil between the United States and foreign na- 
tions, and the rates of exchange established by said bank, 











~~, 


and upon what general fale the ban 


from time to time, 
fixes said rates. 

8. With a statement of the amount of funds of the i 
States received on deposit at the bank of the U, § 
and its branches; distinguishing the same as to tim 





tate; 


Omge 
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amounts, by months or quarters, beginning from the had 
first deposit made on account of the United States , se 
said bank, and ending at the expiration of the mont) or eet 





quarter preceding the first day of November next, 





9, With a statement of the sums transmitted hy the the | 
bank of the United States for the governmeat of the ia the 
States, from and to what places, the time when don — 
the mode of transfer, and what has been the cost, if any the 
for doing the same, to the bank of the United States.“ T 

10, With a statement of the amount of loans made jy tal) 
the bank of the United States to the government of 4); es 
United States; moneys advanced, when, and for why 
purpose, and whether by law or joint resolution of ¢op, , 
gress, or upcn the request of any functionary of the v cle 
vernment of the United States, with the amount of int, ed 
rest paid by the government of the United States to gqjj 
bank upon loans or money advanced. 

11. With a statement of the amount of bills or note ; 
which the bank of the United States shall have in cipey. A 
lation, or on deposit at the bank in Philadelphia, ang 
its branches, on the first day of November next; distip. fu 
guishing them into the several kinds, by what officers 
signed, and where payable. sc 

12. With a statement of the different kinds of sto ) 
pledged to, or at any time owned by, the bank of ti “ 
United States, in any other bank, rail road, or ean) 2 
company, particularly distinguishing how the same was ys 
acquired, . 

13. With a statement of the transfers of stock of sail 7 
bank to the bank, by the way of pledge for loans, or 
otherwise, made at any time since the bank began ity : 

| operations, and which it shall hold on the first day of No- . 
| vember next. 

14. With a statement of the real estate owned by the . 
bank of the United States in the states of the union, and] 
in the District of Columbia; where situated, and the vs ; 
lue affixed to the same by the bank of the United States, : 

Resolved, Vhat the secretary of the treasury be di- 1 


rected to procure, in such way as he may deem most stir ; 
able to accomplish the objeet, and to give to this hous 
the most definite infornsation upon the subject, a state 
ment of the number of incorporated banks in the United 
States and in the Distriet of Columbia, with the amount ol 
capital of each; to what amount they are permitted to 
discount, by the charters of each; and that the said banks 
| be requested to give the average annual discounts of each, 
from the times either of the same were carried into ope 
ration; and that the same be furnished this house on or 
betore the first day of January next. 

Mr. Wayne having slightly modified one of his res 
lutions; and declared his object to be simply to arrive 4 
facts, of a nature not affecting any private accounts in the 
bank, with a view to discussions which might be expect 
ed to arise hereafter on this subject— 

The question was taken on agreeing to the resolutions, 
and decided in the negative, by a majority of ten or filteen 
votes, 

A short time after—the house having transacted some 
other business— 

Mr. Davis, of South Carolina, who had voted with 
the majority against the resolutions, moved fora reconsr 
deration of that question, stating, that from the rapid 
manner of reading the resolutions, and indistinetly heat 
ing them, he had received the impression that they went 














beyond the power of congress and violated the eharler 
of the bank. He now had before him the act of 1819, 
corporating the bank, and from a hasty glance over Ks 
clauses, had become convinced that the resolutions of the 
gentieman of Georgia (Mr. Wayhe) which were drawn 
with precision and clearness, did not infringe the charter 
of the bank. He would, theretore, not merely as 40 “ 
of courtesy to the gentleman from Georgia, but also oh 
a view of obtaining and giving ample information 0" ® 
subject of such import to the American people, mov" 
for a reconsideration. _ 
Mr. Reed observed that the resolutions were very 
complicated and numerous; that a part of the informal!’ 
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be vexatious and injurious. That since the resolutions 
were offered, the house had no time to examine them 
—fhat he had no intention of taking up the time of the 
house, but would merely observe, in addition to what he 
had said, that every attack upon the bank in this house 
was calculated to effect the price of the stock, for the 
benefit of speculators and stockjobbers, and the loss fell 
upon the poor and those who were obliged to sell. If 
the house acted now, it would act hastily and blindly on 
the subject. Witha view of putting an end to the busi- 
ness, he moved to lay the motion for reconsideration on 
the table. : : 

The motion to lay the motion for reconsideration on the 
table was decided by yeas and nays, as follows—yeas 97, 
nays 70. 

Draughisman again, 

Mr. Hemphill moved a resolution to authorize the 
clerk to have executed any maps which might be requir- 
ed by any of the committees of the house. 

Mr. Wickliffe opposed the resolution. 

Mr. Test moved the previous question. 

Mr. Drayton moved to lay the resolution on the table. | 
Ayes 72, noes 86. 

Mr. Daniel moved a call of the house; which was re- 
fused. 

The previous question was then ordered, and the re- 
solution was passed by yeas and nays; 95 to 72, 

{So the office of draughtsman, (the debate about the 
suppression of which cost many thousand dollars, 10 or 
20 years payment of the salary allowed), has been restor- 
ed—as it was; and the proceedings of the committee 
on retrenchment have resulted—in leaving things as they 

4 
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The bill from the senate to grant pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands, was read a third time, and 
the question stated on its passage, when 

The debate was resumed on the bill, and continued a 

















considerable time. Finally 

Mr. Baylor, after a brief but feeling speech, in sup- 
port of the bill, moved the previous question, which was 
seconded, the main question ordered, and the bill was 
passed. 

The bill to provide for the settlement of the Missouri 
land claims was next taken up; when Mr. Séerigere op- 
posed, and Mr. Pettis supported the bill; and after the 
debate had continued for some time, 

A motion was made to lay the bill on the table, which 
prevailed—ayes 71, noes 52. 

The bill from the senate to graduate, or reduce, the 
price of the public lands, being next taken up, 

Mr. Jrvin of Ohio, moved to Jay the bill on the ta- 
ble, as there was not time at this late period of the ses- 
sion, he thought, to go into the discussion of a subject of 
such magnitude. 

Mr. Duncan requested Mr. I. to withdraw his mo- 
tion for a short time, to allow some explanation for the 
bill; but Mr. I. declined. 

Mr. Boon called for the yeas and nays, and Mr. Lew- 
ts made an unsuccessful motionfor a call of the house; 
when 

The question was taken, and the bill was laid on the 
table—ayes 82, noes 68. 

The bill transferring to the state of Indiana, certain 
lands, was next taken up. 

After some opposition to the bill, by Mr. Sterigere, 
and support of it by Mr. Yes, the bill was passed, ayes 
42, 

The bill from the senate, to provide for a monthly term 
of the district court of New York, and to increase the 
salaries of sundry judges [heretofore stated], was resum- 
ed, the question being on the amendment to strike out 
the additional provision for all the judges, except the 
district judge of New York. 

Some debate arising on the bill, and a motion 
made to strike out the first section, 

_Mr. Storrs, of New York, moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved to lay the bill on the table, which 
was negatived. 

The main question was then ordered, and the bill was 
passed. Ayes70, noes 68. 

(The previous question setting aside all amendments, 
the bill passed as it eame from the senate. } 


being 


The bill from the senate for the appointment of a soli- 


citor of the treasury, then passed through a committee 
of the whole; after which 


The house adjourned to 6 o’clock, P. M. . 


lt siz o’clock, P. M. 

The house met, and continued in session until nearly 
five o’clock on Sunday morning. 

‘The amendments of the senate to the bill making ap- 
propriations for light houses, &c.as amended by the eom- 
mittee on commerce, were taken up. On these amend- 
ments a debate arose, which continued till ten o’elock. 
A large number of members participated in the debate; 
but such was the confusion and indistinctness of the proe 
ceedings to spectators, during several hours of the even- 
ing, in consequence of the immense crowd of spectators, 
male and female, which filled the hall, even to the seats 
of the members, that it was impossible for reporters to 
understand the questions correctly. 

One of the principal points of contestation was, an ap- 
propriation made by the senate of $40,000 for the exami- 
nation and improvement of Back Creek, in Maryland, 
(connected with the Chesapeake and Delaware canal, ) 
which was ultimately concurred in. Ayes 91, noes 47. 

The bill from the senate to establish the office of soli- 
citor general, was finally passed. 

The bill from the senate to authorize a subscription to 
the stock of the Louisville and Portland canal company, 
was finally passed, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Noyes Barber, Bates, Baylor, John 
Blair, Brown, Burges, Cahoon, Chilton, Clark, Cooper, Crane, 
Crawford, Crockett, Creighton, J. Davis, Deberry, Denny, Dodd- 
ridge, Duncan, Dwight, G. Evans, Edward Everett, H. Everett, 
Findlay, Grennell, Hawkins, Hemphill, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, 
Hunt, Huntington. Ihrie, Ingersoll, Irving Jennings, Kendall, 
Kennon, Kincaid, Lecompte, Leiper, Lyon, Martindale, Mercer, 
Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, Ramsey. 
Reed, Richardson, Russel, Shields, Semmes, Smith, Sprigg, Stan* 
berry, Standifer, Sterigere, William L. Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, 
Swann, Vaylor, ‘lest, ‘Thomson, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, Whittlesey, Edward D. White, Wickliffe, Wingate, Yancey, 
Young-—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Cambreleng, Claiborne, Conner, H. Craig, R. 
Craig, Crocheron, W. R. Davis, Desha, Earll, Foster, Gordon, 
Gorham, Haynes, Hinds, Cave Johnson, Lea, Loyall, Magee, MeCoy, 
Nuckolls, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, A. H. Shepard, 
Speight, Taliaferro, C. P. White, Williams—35. 

‘Lhe bill from the senate authorizing a subscription to 
the stock of the Washington and Frederick road com- 
pany, was finally passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Armstrong, Noyes Barber, Bates, Baylor, John 
Blair, Brown, Burges, Cahoon, Chilton, Clark, Coleman, Cooper, 
Crane, Crawtord, Crockett, Creighton, John Davis, Denny, Dodd- 
ridge, Duncan, Dwight, George Evans, Edward Everett, Horace 
Everett, Findlay, dawkins, Hemphill, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, 
Hunt, Huntingtop, Ingersoll, W. W. Irvin, Jennings, Kendall, 
Kennon, Kincaid, Lecompte, Leiper, Magee, Martindale, Mercer, 
Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Pearce, Pierson, Ramsay, Reed, 
Richardson, Russell, Semmes, Sprigg, Stanberry, Standifer, Steri- 
gere, William L. Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Taylor, Test, 

Chomson, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Washington, Whittlesey, E. 
D. White, Wickliffe, Wingate, Yancey, Young—74. 

NAYS— Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Bell, James Blair, Borst, 
Cambreleng, Chandler, Claiborne, Conner, H. Craig, Crocheron, 
Deberry, Desha, Earll, Foster, Gordon, Gorham, Haynes, Hinds, 
Ihrie, Cave Johnson, Lea, Loyall, Thomas Maxwell, McCoy, 
Nuckolls, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, A. H. Shepard, 
Samuel A. Smith, Speight, Taliaferro, Verplanck, C. P. White 
—O7. 

The bill from the senate to authorize the payment of 
the claim of the state of Massachusetts for certain servi- 


ces of the militia during the late war, was finally passed 








by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Armstrong, Bailey, Bar- 
ber, Bates, Baylor, Bell, Burges, Cahoon, Cambreleng, Claaborne, 
Clark, Coleman, Hector Craig, Robert Craig, Crane, Crawford, 
Creighton, John Davis, Deberry, Denny, Desha, Doddridge, Dun- 
can, Dwight, Earil, G. Evans, Edward Everett. Horace Everett, 
Findlay, Gorham, Grennell, Hawkins, Hemphill, Hinds, Hodges, 
Howard, Hughes, Hunt, Huntington, Ihrie, lngersoll, W. W. Irving 
Kendall, Kennon, Kineaid, Leiper, Magee, Martindale, Mercer. 
Miller, Mitchell, Moblenburg, Norton, Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, 
Powers, Ramsey, Keed, Richardson, Semmes, Smith, Sprigg, W- 
L. Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Swift, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, 
‘Test, John Thomson, Vance, Varnum, Verplank, Vinton, Wash- 
ington, Whittlesey, C. P. White, Edward D. White, Wilson, Win- 
gate, Young—83. 

NAYS— Messrs. James Blair, John Blair, Chandler, Conner, W. 
R. Davis, Gordon, Haynes, Jennings, Lea, Lecompte, Loyall, 
McCoy, Polk, Roane, A. H. Shepard, Speight, Stanberry, Standi- 
fer, Wickliffe, Williams, Yancey—21. f : 

Fatigued to complete exhaustion, it became impossi- 
ble longer to keep a quorum; for want of which, the 
house at length adjourned. 
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_ Amongst the bills which passed was the bill provide 
ing for surveys, &e.—in which is included an appro- 


priation for the continuation of the Cumberland road. 


When that bill came up, a motion was made to strike 
out of the bill the appropriation to open and graduate the 


road from St. Louis to Jefferson city, Missouri. 
this motion— 

Mr. Vinton said that compacts existed between the 
United States and the western states, to construct a road 
to the river Mississippi. Under these compacts, the 
Cumberland road had been in a course of construction for 
near twenty years. The obligations of the United States 
under these compacts, do not extend beyond the Missis- 
sippi river. So much, therefore, of the appropriation 
as is intended to continue the Cumberland road from St. 
Louis to Jefferson city, in the interior of Missouri, cannot 
claim the benefit of those contracts, and stands upon the 
general question of expediency. The appropriations for 
the Cumberland road have received the sanction of seve- 
ral successive administrations, and he believed of general 
Jackson, when he was a member of the senate. That 
part of the proposed road which lies beyond the Missis- 
sippi, must be placed upon the same footing with the 
Maysville and Lexington road, or any other road. The 
country through Missouri, compared to that from Mays- 
ville to Lexington, is almost a wilderness, and, if general 
Jackson has the least regard for consistency or for his 
own principles, he must reject the entire bill before us, 
ifthe item now proposed to be striken out should be re- 
tained. ‘The Kentucky road is one of great travel, and if 


Upon 





J and surveys, and also for certain works of internal im. 
provement;” but as the phraseology of the section which 
appropriates the sum of eight thousand dollars for the 
road from Detroit to Chieago, may be construed to ay. 
thorize the application of the appropriation for the eon. 
tinuance of the road beyond the limits of the territory of 
Michigan; I desire to be understood, as having approved 
this bill with the understanding that the road authorized 
by this section is not to be extended beyond the limits of 
the said territory. ANDREW JACKSON, 

May 31, 1830. 

The business of the session being finished, the house, 
at 10 o’clock, adjourned sine die. 

Yeas and nays, in the house of representatives, on 
Saturday, May 29, on the final question of the passage 
of the bill to inerease the salaries of certain district 
judges, 

' YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Archer, Arnold, Bailey, 
Noyes Barber, Bartley, Bouldin, Cahoon, Cambreleng, 
Clay, Clark, Condict, Cooper, Cowles, Crane, Crawford, 
Crockett, Crowninshield, John Davis, Denny, Dickin- 
son, Dorsey, Drayton, Dwight, Edward Everett, Horace 
Everett, Finch, Gilmore, Grennell, Hemphill, Hinds, 
Howard, Hughes, Huntington, Ingersoll, William W, Ir. 
vin, Johns, Kendall, Martindale, McDuffie, Mereer, 
Mitchell, Pearce, Pierson, Ramsey, Reed, Richardson, 
Rose, William B. Shepperd, Aug. H. Shepard, Sill, 
Speight, Sprigg, Henry R. Storrs, Willlam L,. Storrs, 
Sutherland, Swann, ‘laliaferro, Taylor, Test, Vanee, 








it be not anational way, there surely is none of that cha- 
racter in Missouri. Since the Cumberland road on this 
side the Mississippi has the benefit of the compact of this 


Varnum, Verplanck, Washington, Wayne, C. P. White, 
Edward D. White, Wilde, Wingate, Young—79, 
NAYS—-Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Angel, Arm- 





government, it may be regarded as standing upon its 
own peculiar ground, and he could not, therefore, eon- 


sent it should be put in jeopardy, by having the propos- | 


ed road in Missouri attached to it; and he hoped, there- | 
fore, it would be stricken from the bill. 

After further debate, the amendment was agreed to, 
and the provision above recited stricken out of the bill. 

Monday, May 51—last day of the session. A full 
quorum in attendance. 

The various enrolled bills were reported, signed and 
sentto the president of the United States, as usual. 

On motion of Mr. Conner, a resolution was adopted, 
without opposition, calling upon the secretary’ of the 
treasury to report to the house, at the next session, the 
quantity of sugar annually made in the United States, 
and the average price which it brings: also of the quanti- 


ty of sugar mate per acre, the quantity of land employed | 


in the cultivation of sugar, and the quantity of land adapt- 
ed to its cultivation. 

On motion of Mr. Jc Duffie, by unanimous consent, 
a bill making further appropriations for the support of 
the marine corps, the bill concerning the old and new 
mint buildings at Phiiadelphia; the bill re-appropriating 
the unexpended balance of 30,000 dollars for the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade, passed through a committee of 
the whole, and received their final readings. They have 
become laws. 

Mr. Dwight moved for unanimous consent to take up 
the bill for the relief of David Baird. Mr. WVorten, ot 
New York, the claimant being a constituent of his, stat- 
ed the case: the money, he said, had been due to him 
ever since the late war: he was now in prison for debt in 
this place, eight hundred miles from his home, and here 
he must remain, unless he got from the United States 
what was due: Mr. N. implored the house for humani- 
ty’s sake—for God’s sake, to take up the bill. ‘he ap- 
peal was successful. The bill was taken up and passed, 
and has become a law. 

Mr. Test, and Mr. Boon of Indiana, and Mr. Dun- 
can of Illinois, endeavored in vain to get up bills in 
which their states were particularly interested. 

Unanimous consent being necessary to take up any 
bill, the house refused every motion for that purpose. 

The bills which originated in this house, last present- 
ed to the president for his approbrtion, were returned 
with his signature. 

The tollowing message accompanic d ene of these bills: 
To the house of representatives. 

GENTUEMEN:—lI have approved and signed the bill en- 
titled “an act making appropriations for examinations 





strong, J. S. Barbour, Barnwell, Bartley, Bell, James 
Blair, Bockee, Boon, Borst, Chilton, Claiborne, Conner, 
HI. Craig, Creighton, Daniel, Warren R. Davis, De- 
berry, Desha, De Witt, Doddridge, Dudley, Earil, Find- 
lay, Forward, Gordon, Harvey, Haynes, Hoffman, Lhrie, 
Isacks, Cave Johnson, Kennon, Perkins, King, Lea, Le- 
compte, Loyall, Lumpkin, Lyon, Magee, Thomas Max- 
well, McCreery, MeCoy, Miller, Muhlenburg, Overton, 
Pettis, Polk, Potter, Powers, Rencher, Roane, Russeil, 
Shields, Semmes, R. Spencer, Stanberry, Sterigere, #. 
Thompson, Vinton, Weeks, Whittlesey, Wickliffe, Wil- 
liams, Yancey——67. 

Yeas and nays in the house of representative, on the 
same day, on the question of laying on the table, for the 
residue of this session, certain resolutions proposed hy 
Mr. Wayne of Georgia, calling fur very minate infor- 
mation concerning the affairs of the bank of the United 
States. 

YEAS.—Messrs. Alston, Andersen, Armstrong, 
Arnold, Bailey, N. Barber, John S. Barbour, Barringer, 
Bartley, Bates, Baylor, John Blair, Boon, Brown, Ca- 
hoon, Chilton, Clark, Condict, Cooper, Cowles, Hector 
Craig, Crane, Crawtord, Crockett, Creighton, Crownin- 
shield, John Davis, Denny, De Witt, Dickerson, Dodd- 
ridge, Dorsey, Duncan, Dwight, George Evans, Edward 
Everett, Horace Everett, Finch, Gilmore, Gorham, 
Grennell, Hawkins, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Hunt, 
Huntington, Ingersoll, Jennings, Johns, Kendall, Ken- 
non, Kineaid, Perkins King, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mal- 
lary, Martindale, Lewis Maxwell, McCreery, McDaftie, 
Mercer, Miller, Mitchell, Muhlenburg, Overton, Pearse, 
Pierson, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Richard- 
son, Russell, Shepard, Semmes, Sill, S. A. Smith, 
Speight, Sprigg, Stanberry, Standifer, Henry K. Stores, 
William L. Storrs, Strong, Sutherland, Swann, Swift, 
laliaferro, ‘Taylor, Test, Vance, Washington, Whittle- 
ey, Wilde, Young—95 = 

; NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Angel, Archer, Philip P. 
Barbour, Barnwell, Bell, James Blair, Bockee, on 
Bouldin, Broadhead, Burges, Cambreleng, Campbel ’ 
Carson, Chandler, Claiborne, Clay, Robert Craig, 4 
niel, Davenport, Warven R. Davis, Desha, Dudiey, Earl, 
Findlay, Ford, Foster, Fry, Gaither, Gordon, Hammons, 
Harvey, Haynes, Hoffman, Irvin, Isacks, Cave Johnson, 
Lamar, Lea, Lecompt, Leiper, Loyall, Lewis, Lyon, 
Magee, ‘Thomas Maxwell, McCoy, Nuckolls, — 
Polk, Potter, Powers, Roane, Shepperd, Shields, Rie 
urd Spencer, Stephens, Wiley Thompson, John 1 hewn 
son, Verplanck, Vinton, Wayne, Weeks, Wickliffe, 
iiams, Yancey—67. 
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